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Introduction
The Highland Park Environmental Education Center (the Center) is located within the three-acre municipally-owned Native Plant Reserve. Its proximity to the Raritan River provides valuable stewardship,
educational and restoration opportunities for the community. The unique industrial history of the Raritan
River corridor has caused the site to be characterized as an impacted site but also provides opportunities
for improvement.
The Highland Park 2003 Master Plan recognizes that “the Raritan River is one of Highland Park’s greatest natural assets” (Highland Park 2003 Master Plan) and early “discussions on a potential environmental
education [center] have centered on the river and floodplain as an environmental education resource”
(Highland Park 2003 Master Plan). This report and proposal represent a culmination of a study that works
to continue the Borough’s desire for a fully useful site including an environmental center building, pathways, interpretive signs, a more defined parking lot, waterfront access and multiple examples of “green”
stormwater management and green building techniques.
Photo by Melissa Basile

The Highland Park Environmental Commission employed Rutgers University in the spring of 2011 to conduct a revisioning exercise whereby the full potential of the existing environmental center and overall site
is realized. This studio project uses restoration as the platform for the redevelopment of the site which will
enhance the environmental value of the community and region.
This report begins with a detailed study of the site history and existing conditions including connectivity with the larger East Coast Greenway. Understanding the development constraints, current conditions
and opportunities provides a framework for recommendations regarding building, site and programming
improvements. This report also contains supporting materials that the Borough of Highland Park will need
as they move forward with this project including cost analysis, management plan, funding resources and
permitting information.
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Preliminary Considerations
Historic Land Use
The Environmental Center, located on a three-acre strip of land between the Raritan River and River Road,
is a site that has been greatly influenced by historical uses in and around the area. The Highland Park/New
Brunswick region was home to many factories in the 20th century that released contaminants into the river
and the soils in the floodplains. The proposed site development plan will renovate this natural disturbed
area to a much more environmentally and ecologically friendly area for the local community.
Current Land Use and Zoning
The site is currently occupied by a small building that is used for community meetings but is not large
enough for use as an environmental education center as the Borough envisioned, a parking lot that is
poorly defined and is often misused as a rest area by truckers and a Native Plan Reserve that could be better connected with the Environmental Center building (see Appendix A). The site’s prime location on the
river is underutilized as there is no marked or safe waterfront access. The site as a whole should be better
identified as municipal and public property to encourage use by area residents.

Photo by Melissa Basile

The site is zoned as Community Service (CS) under the Highland Park Zoning Code. Any proposed construction projects should meet the following requirements:
• Provide adequate land area for community service related uses
• Assure quality and continuity of area land usage
• Provide sufficient access, parking and loading areas and ensure a smooth flow of circulation through
the zone
This proposal upholds the goals set forth for the Community Service District. The enhanced building, site,
waterfront, and parking lot designs with promote community service related uses. Moreover, the guiding
principles of each of the designs are environmental quality and stewardship.
Relation to Area Plans and Initiatives
Highland Park Master Plan
This project clearly supports Highland Park’s environmental, conservation and recreation goals as outlined
in their 2003 Master Plan. The site addressed in this report borders the Raritan River, a resource which
the Borough is extremely proud of, and has proposed many projects to highlight its importance such as
preserving a corridor along the river for public access and education. We feel that the redevelopment of
this site with a green environmental education center and a waterfront access point is a great starting point
towards achieving the Borough’s goals of public access and education along the Raritan River.

3

Preliminary Considerations
The Borough of Highland Park’s 2003 Master Plan Conservation,
Open Space and Recreation element focuses
on the “preservation,
conservation and utilization of the Borough’s
natural resources” with
a special emphasis on
the Raritan River.

Sustainable Highland Park
Sustainable Highland Park is a community group that works collaboratively towards a Highland Park that
embodies “economic vitality, social cohesion, and environmental quality.” A recent document (Highland
Park Green Community Plan) published by this group identifies multiple goals and objectives within an
overall planning framework, several of which are directly related to the redevelopment of the Highland
Park Environmental Center and site:
Healthy Environment
• Protect open space and environmentally sensitive areas
• Educate all residents about the cost-saving benefits of more efficient resource use
Strong Community
• Encourage green construction, redevelopment, and rehabilitation
• Foster a strong sense of community through events, public spaces, and lively streets and sidewalks
Fairness and Equity
• Ensure that educational and recreational opportunities are available to all residents
Environmental Commission and Shade Tree Advisory Committee
The Highland Park Environmental Commission and the Highland Park Shade Tree Advisory Committee
are two groups composed of concerned and active residents. They are an effective local vehicle for the
implementation of this project because they are groups that already value the site and would potentially be
able to utilize the site further if all or some of the proposed redevelopment activities are completed.
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Preliminary Considerations
Prior Soil Testing and Remediation
Due to the industrial history of the site and presence of historic fill, traces of contaminants are present,
including higher than acceptable levels of lead, chromium, arsenic, and petroleum by-products. CME
Associates conducted a soil testing survey in December of 2005 to characterize the contamination of the
area. The survey found these contaminants on the site of the Environmental Center. The findings from this
remedial investigation report, including CME Associates’ “Remedial Action Workplan,” were relayed to
the New Jersey DEP so that site remedial activities could begin. Construction of the existing Highland
Park Environmental Center building and extension of the adjacent Native Plant Reserve could not begin
until the appropriate remedial measures took place.
The report concludes that the observed contaminants are consistent with typical historic fill and appear to
be generally present throughout the site. Historic fill material was used to raise the elevation of the site
up to 20 feet and was contaminated prior to its placement on the site. The contaminated fill materials appeared to be present at the surface of the soils.
The workplan included an engineered clean soil cap over an orange plastic snow fence in designated site
development areas to provide physical separation between the contaminants and users of the site. The
contaminated fill remained onsite under the minimum 6-inch thick soil cap. Any excavated soil remained
onsite and was re-used in fill areas, particularly in the fill area on the east side of the proposed building,
and was covered with clean fill/topsoil.
The NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) approved the remediation efforts for the site
and split it into three phases. The Center site was split into two remediation phases known as Phase I
and Phase II (see Appendix B). A third site located at the corner of River Road and Route 27 that is not
contiguous with the Environmental Center and Native Plant Reserve was designated as Phase III. Phase
I contains the current Environmental Center and the area immediately around it. Phase II consists of the
remainder of the property which extends north along the Raritan River.
CME Associates developed plans for both Phase I and Phase II, but only development plans for Phase I
were included in the “Remedial Action Workplan.” This was mainly due to the limited funding available
to remediate and cap Phase II. Completely remediating Phase II will require significant funding. Phase I
on the other hand, which the Borough of Highland Park gave approval to remediate, was estimated to cost
$37,800 to cap the site with clean soil, but this estimate was undervalued, and actual remediation costs for
Phase I and the park, quoted by the Borough’s Code Inspector, was $100,000 each. The Phase I cap

The site remediation activities
for the investigation identified
the following Areas of Concern (AOCs):
AOC-1: Historic Fill
(Lots 6, 7 and 8)

Eighteen soil samples were collected for analysis. Nine fill samples
were collected up to 16 feet below
ground surface (bgs) in addition to
nine shallow fill samples collected
between 0 to 6 inches bgs.

AOC-3: Automobile Parking
Lot over Permeable Cover
(Lot 6)

Five shallow fill samples were collected between 0 to 6 inches bgs for
analysis.

5

Preliminary Considerations
Various heavy metals were
detected in the deep fill materials at concentrations that
exceeded the NJDEP soil remediation standards.

Various Polycyclic Aromatic
Hydrocarbons (PAH’s) were
detected at concentrations
that exceeded the NJDEP soil
remediation standards in 2 of
the 5 deep fill samples.
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currently consists of an orange plastic liner that rests on top of the historic fill, with 6 inches of clean
topsoil placed on top of the liner. Phase I used Green Acres funding in order to remediate the site with
soil sampling only happening within its boundaries. Phase II was supposed to use Green Acres funding in
order to remediate the area, but unanticipated cost overruns prevented remediation from happening. This
also means that soil sampling has not been conducted in Phase II and we recommend that a detailed soil
analysis take place in Phase II in order to determine the extent of soil contamination. It is possible that a
more detailed soil analysis will mitigate the costs of site remediation on Phase II if it is determined that
contamination is not as bad as previously thought. This analysis could also reveal that not all contamination is inherent to the site and that most contaminants are coming from stormwater runoff from higher
grounds. If these possibilities are deemed to be the cause of the contamination on-site, it is then possible
that Phase II can be clean up in smaller sections through spot removal.
Since Phase II has not been remediated as of spring 2011, there are constraints to conducting various activities on this section of the site. No gardening, digging, or construction of any kind is allowed on this part
of the site because these actions would disrupt the contaminated soils and potentially place health risks
upon people in the area. Tree trimming and paving are notable exceptions and are currently allowed on the
Phase II area of the site. Before any of the proposed activities can be conducted, Phase II must be remediated to NJDEP standards or divided into separate Areas of Concern (AOC). There is a possibility that
the NJDEP would consider dividing Phase II into multiple AOC’s to reduce the cost of remediation and
expedite development plans. As it stands presently, the Department of Public Works cannot plant anything
in Phase II, but they are allowed to cut the grass, seed the area, and trim tree branches. Also of note is that
since Phase II is not yet remediated, a No Further Action (NFA) document has not been filed since site remediation is not complete. This means that the case is still open and that while these constraints currently
exist, negotiations can still take place that can change the necessary clean-up measures that are presently
required. The Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) program, a third party casework handler
that is recommended by NJDEP, will help to speed up remediation cases and get future restoration plans
on the fast track. Please refer to the following website for more detailed information on this program:
http://www.nj.gov/dep/srp/srra/lsrp/.
With regard to past development on the site, a waterfront development permit (note that this permit expired in 2010) was obtained from the NJDEP in order to conduct remediation and construction activities
on Phase I because the site is within 500 feet of the mean high water line of the Raritan River. Also of note
is that the 2010 FEMA floodplain maps show that Phase I of the site is now partly within the 100 year
floodplain, with that line almost coinciding with the 500 year floodplain line. Under the new flood hazard

Preliminary Considerations
rules, elevating the site using fill is not permitted under a zero net fill rule.
If any soil is removed from the ground that is not clean topsoil on this site (in Phase I) i.e. the soil is from
below the orange liner – the contaminated soil must be properly disposed of off-site. To remove soil from
below the liner, an NJDEP permit would be required.
Floodplain Designation
The intent of the flood hazard area controls and permitting process is to “limit the impacts of development
on flooding.” Flood hazard areas constrain future development as they may totally prevent construction, limit intensity of construction, or limit site use within their boundaries. In general, any construction within a flood hazard area requires a permit from NJDEP. Given that the Environmental Center site
is along the Raritan River and is in an area of flood concern, future site development will require a flood
hazard area permit.
Prior to the flood hazard area boundary revisions completed by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) in 2010, the Environmental Center site was for the most part not in the 100-year flood
hazard area, but rather in the 500-year flood hazard area. Due to the flood hazard area boundary revisions
in 2007, the Environmental Center site now straddles three different flood hazard areas – the floodway,
the 100-year flood hazard area, and the 500-year flood hazard area (see Appendix C). The location of the
site within the respective flood hazard areas means that the Environmental Center may be susceptible
to flooding from storm events of 100-year and 500-year intensities and future site development is constrained.

Photo by Melissa Basile

Under the new flood hazard area regulations, the most pressing issue is the “zero net fill” requirement.
The “zero net fill” requirement means that flood storage capacity on a given site must remain unaltered
following development. In practice, this means that soil may not be removed from the Environmental
Center site, nor may it be added to the Site as was common practice in the past in order to raise a flood
prone site out of a flood hazard area. Alterations of the site must not change the amount of soil on the site
due to the importance of soil for stormwater infiltration.
Overall, development in flood hazard areas will necessitate thoughtful consideration of risks and rewards
for land users. Redevelopment of the Environmental Center site is a unique opportunity to improve waterfront access, manage stormwater more effectively, and reinvest in environmental stewardship. Conversations with NJDEP and others involved will be paramount to determining how the site can and will be used
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Preliminary Considerations
Permitting Strategies
Due to the expiration of the 5-year waterfront development permit in 2010 that the Environmental Center
site had obtained, a new waterfront development permit will be needed to conduct any type of construction
activities on our site since the site is within a floodplain. The Environmental Center is along the Raritan
River which is a tidally flowed waterway which means a waterfront development permit is appropriate for
this site. Since the permit expired, there are two main options. The first option is to reapply for a waterfront development permit. Doing so would subject the site to new permitting rules, mainly the zero net fill
requirement as previously mentioned in this report. The second option is to apply for permit extension via
the Permit Extension Act of 2008.

Photo by Melissa Basile

In order to be eligible for permit extension, the site in question has to be declared as not environmentally
sensitive, according to waterfront development permit project cases. The issue with our study site is that
there are competing designations in place. According to the State Development and Redevelop Plan, our
site is currently listed in the metropolitan planning area which is considered not to be environmentally
sensitive. Conversely, in Highland Park’s zoning code, our site is listed as open space and all open space
in Highland Park is considered environmentally sensitive. In order to override Highland Park’s designation of our site, expressed written permission from the Borough would be needed in order to change the
site to one that is not considered environmentally sensitive. We believe that since our site redevelopment is
environmentally restorative in nature, our site should be considered for permit extension.
Permit Readiness
The most effective way to manage the permitting requirements of the site restoration, according to DEP
Assistant Commissioner of the Division of Land Use Regulation Marilyn Lennon, is to strategize the
most efficient approach with the DEP. Lennon described several permitting avenues which might alleviate
the process. Lennons’s suggestions included conducting a cost/benefit analysis of qualifying for changes
under the Permit Extension Act verses applying for new permits. The changing/changed rules may offer
benefits over the former rules. She also explained that the steps towards a No Further Action issuance from
the DEP could range from whole site remediation to spot remediation, a common solution for historic fill
sites.
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Overall, several DEP permits will be required to redesign the site to meet the needs of a regional environmental center. The DEP’s Waterfront Development Permit should be the lead permit in the pursuance of a
redesign of the Environmental Center building and site, integrating the other needed permits appropriately.
The following statutes determine the permitting requirements for changes on the site:

Preliminary Considerations
1.)
Tidelands Act (N.J.S.A. 12:3)
Tidally Flowed Areas are defined as lands now or formerly flowed by the mean high tide of a natural
waterway (in this case the waterfront access piece of the redesign impacts the mean high tide line of the
Raritan River). Highland Park will need to complete a tidelands license application, located at http://www.
nj.gov/dep/landuse/forms/index.html#tidelands. The process for obtaining a tidelands license generally
takes 6-12 months.
2.)
Waterfront Development Law (N.J.S.A. 12:5-3)
This law applies if proposing any new development project up to and including the mean high water line
of a tidal waterway (e.g. docks, piers, pilings). This applies to the waterfront access aspects of the redesign proposal. Furthermore, this law applies to upland areas within 100 feet of the high water line, which
includes an area of the Environmental Center site. The application checklist can be found at http://www.
nj.gov/dep/landuse/forms/index.html.
3.)
Flood Hazard Area Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:16A-50)
According to subsection 58:16A-55.2 of the act, entitled “Structure or alteration within area subject to
inundation by 100 year design,” structures located within the 100-year floodplain should not be made,
rebuilt or renewed without NJDEP’s approval and without complying with safeguards to protect the public
from the potential dangers of the flood waters. The application checklist can be found at http://www.
nj.gov/dep/landuse/forms/index.html.

Photo by Jacob Richman

If the borough was issued a general permit for the previous development of the site, NJDEP might issue
a minor revision (does not require a review of calculations) to the general revision to allow for certain
changes to the project; e.g. adjustments to the size, shape, or location of a proposed structure. NJDEP will
not issue a revision if the change is a “substantial redesign” or “increases the environmental impact” of the
project. Substantial redesigns include any changes to the purpose or scope of the project, an increase in
level of riparian zone disturbance, and/or additions of a project element that was not previously approved.
If the changes are determined to constitute a substantial redesign, then the borough should apply for a new
general permit as if the redesign were a new project.
4.)
Soil Remediation
Although Phase I has been remediated, Phase II or areas of Phase II will need to be remediated to realize
the Center’s full redesign. The changes to the parking facility and the addition of a waterfront access area
will occur in the unremediated Phase II area. Although the parking lot and waterfront access designs
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Greenway Connectivity
incorporate soil caps, safe and lawful planting in Phase II will require remediation of the area. The Soil
Remedial Permit Application Form can be found at www.nj.gov/dep/srp/srra/forms.
Greenway Connectivity
The 2003 Raritan River Strategy Plan proposes a County Greenway / Riverwalk System linking the waterfront of the Raritan River from the Raritan Bay to Rutgers University. Connections among existing recreation areas and public open spaces comprise a large component of a regional linkage system. The county
system’s “Riverwalk” portions would exist in more urban areas while the “Greenway” portions would
exist along more natural and scenic trails. This effort is part of a larger effort to link trails from Florida to
Maine.

Figure 1: Greenway connectivity map for
Highland Park.

Figure 2: The thick vegetation behind
residential properties in the floodplain
of the Raritan River (Photo by Melissa
Basile).
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The Strategy Plan cites the Environmental Center as a desirable focal point and central hub of the Raritan
River Greenway. Upon implementation of the environmental stewardship and programming recommendations, the Environmental Center will provide an educational component that will introduce a new dimension to the recreational opportunities within the greenway system. The Environmental Center building is
presently the only indoor presentation space available within the described greenway system. The riverfront parks are shown in Figure 1 and are listed and described in Appendix D. Much of the Highland Park
waterfront is publicly owned, which provides ideal opportunities for connectivity. However, approximately 0.4 miles of the waterfront is controlled by private property owners who oppose public access between
their property and the Raritan River. Although a pathway currently exists along the private property and is
therefore considered connected, it is gated at one end to prevent public use. The area for the pathway that
is owned by the Borough is also heavily vegetated in areas within the floodplain and along the river bank
of the Raritan River, as seen in Figure 2.

Building Design
Building Design
Introduction
The concept building expansion and design for the Highland Park Environmental Education Center incorporates a variety of changes that increase and enhance the existing structure as well as promote sustainability. The vision for the Environmental Center reflects the requests and suggestions of the clients,
the Highland Park Environmental Commission, the Native Plant Society and the community of Highland
Park. Environmental constraints such as soil contamination, floodplain regulations and stormwater management guidelines were also incorporated into this proposal.
Current Building & Opportunities
The current building is too small to accommodate the standard size school class, something that the clients
would like to be able to do. The building’s layout is inefficient and does not include a sink area or blank
wall space for exhibits, two things that the clients would like to see incorporated into the new building. Although the clients appreciate the passive solar benefits of the south-facing glass wall (Figure 4), they have
acknowledged that the greenhouse effect caused by this design is too much during the summer months.
This being said, the clients would like the new building to expand upon the existing building’s sustainable
features such as the green roof. The process for the building to become LEED certified is detailed in Appendix E.
Concept Building Design
Challenges
There are many environmental, regulatory and physical challenges that the design team addressed in their
concept building expansion and design.
• Only a small section of the site can be built on without additional soil remediation
• The building must consider guidelines associated with the new FEMA flood-line definitions
• The building must be built on a concrete slab and therefore cannot be built-up
• The building must meet ADA accessibility guidelines
Design Guidelines
This building’s expansion and design is based on the best aspects of the current building as identified by
the clients and the design team with an additional focus on creating a sustainable building that could become an example for the community at-large.
• Expand the building’s current orientation and openness to the southeast
• Expand the building’s existing green roof

Figure 3 (above): The current main entrance is small and hidden behind a large
cement retaining wall (Photo by Melissa
Basile).
Figure 4 (below): Currently the southfacing side of the building incorporates
attractive glass walls which maximize the
passive solar benefits (Photo by Melissa
Basile).
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Building Design
•
•
•

Maximize the amount of the current structure that is preserved or reused on site
Create a more welcoming entrance for both pedestrians along River Road and people walking to the
building from the parking lot (Figure 5)
Create a larger, multi-purpose interior space that can accommodate more people and more types of 		
events

Sustainable Strategies
These sustainable strategies were incorporated into the expansion and design of a concept building to ensure that this project would be a good example of environmentally-conscious design and would take into
consideration its environmentally-sensitive position along the Raritan River.
• Orient the building to maximize passive solar heating and lighting benefits
• Maintain and/or re-use on site at least 75% of the current building
• Capture and infiltrate on site 100% of stormwater runoff created
• Minimize site disturbance and soil compaction during construction
• Minimize impervious surface created

Figure 5 (above): The proposed building
design would eliminate the retaining wall
which currently blocks pedestrians from
seeing the main entrance.
Figure 6 (below): The U-shaped green roof
will be slightly angeled to drain excess
stormwater to
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Building Design Details
This building design expands the building’s footprint to a total of 1,310 square feet (Figure 7). This design
calls for the addition of one bathroom, a small lab area, a microscope station, a computer station and ample built-in storage. This design also proposes that technology be built-in to the center. A ceiling-mounted
projector and projector screen will increase the number and type of events that the space can be used for.
Additionally, we recommend that all of the furniture be movable and light-weight to maximize the number
of arrangements possible and the ease of re-arrangement.
On the exterior of the building, we recommend that the current green roof be expanded to cover the new
roof area as well. The roof should gently slope towards the northern wall of the building where a series of
attractive gutters and rain chains will direct any excess rain water into the ground where plants growing up
three separate vegetated wall trellises can capture and utilize the excess water (see the Stormwater Management and Site Development section).
For the short-run we recommend that the green metal structure on the south side of the building be converted into a shade structure. This would make the patio area a more comfortable place to be during the
hot summer months. The addition of tables and chairs under the structure would make it an attractive
gathering place for both school children and the general public visiting the site.

Building Design
Figure 7 (top left): General layout of the
proposed building expansion showing
approximate dimensions.
Figure 8 (top right): This layout shows
one possible furniture arrangement
that may be appropriate for a lecture or
presentation.
Figure 9 (bottom): A cross-section view
of the Center from the Raritan River
side.
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Building Design
Estimated Costs
The addition of more than 700 square feet to the original building design yields two different potential
cost scenarios to take into account. The first method uses a program called RSMeans Costworks, which
is an internet-based construction materials database where all cost related to a building can be calculated.
Since we can only make basic assumptions about what the new section of the building will be completely
comprised of, we used a preset function that generates the cost of a particular type of building, with the
only user-based inputs being square footage, number of stories, story height, and equipment additions.
Appendix F-1 included a detailed table of the cost estimate that was generated using this method. A total
of $286,000 or $408.57 per sq. ft. was generated by RSMeans. Taking into account a 15% cost overrun
would estimate the building at $328,900 or $469.86 per sq. ft. Note that labor costs and fees are included
within the report (see Appendix F-1).
The second method is based on information from the Borough Code Inspector, Scott Luthman, who estimated that the average cost per square foot of commercial buildings in Highland Park is $200 per sq. ft.
Using this method, with an additional 700 sq. ft. to the building, the cost would come to $140,000. With a
15% cost overrun considered, the building estimate would come to $161,000.
Using the cost estimates that take into account a 15% cost overrun, the cost range for the project will be
between $161,000 and $328,900, with the average of the two methods coming to $244,950. According to
Scott Luthman, the original 610 square foot building cost $800,000 to $900,000 to build. These dramatic
cost overruns show the importance of accurate budgeting and effective construction management.
The cost of the proposed shade structure was estimated separately. For the shade material itself, we found
a potential product and using Costworks we selected a similar product and costed it out as if it were the
shade material we thought to be appropriate for the structure. In addition, we assumed paint costs and picnic table costs in the overall cost estimate. Using a 15% cost overrun on the original $4,269.59 estimate of
the shade structure project, the new estimated cost could range up to $4,910.03 (see Appendix F-1).
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Stormwater Mgmt & Site Development
Stormwater Management Plan
Introduction
The Center is ideally located on a riverfront property connected to the established Highland Park Native
Plant Reserve. The design team has created several recommendations related to stormwater management,
plant diversity, interpretive trails and other recommended site development activities that will increase the
potential uses of the site and enhance the environmental benefits of the site for the community as a whole.
Stormwater Regulations
The Borough of Highland Park has a fixed land area but an increasing population density. With increased
population density comes more development, more impervious surface cover such as driveways and roofs,
and therefore an increased volume of more polluted stormwater runoff to flow into the Raritan River.

The Borough has a fixed land
area of 1.84 square miles.
Between 1990 and 2000, Highland Park has witnessed a
5.4% population increase. A
related 5.5% increase in population density has occurred in
the same time period.

The Borough recognizes that the Raritan River is an important resource for the town and has therefore
adopted a series of stringent stormwater management measures to protect the river and to minimize stress
on the Borough’s already undersized stormwater drainage system.
We used the following standards and best management practices (BMPs) as our guidelines to help address
the Borough’s stormwater management concerns when designing the building, site and landscaping.
• Minimize disturbance to the riparian corridor and streamside wooded areas
• Minimize impervious surface cover
• Minimize land disturbance and soil compaction during construction
• Maximize protection of natural drainage features and vegetation
• Incorporate low-maintenance and native landscaping
• Provide source controls such as trash cans and “pet waste stations” to reduce the release of contaminants into the stormwater runoff and nearby Raritan River
Current Conditions – Opportunities
Currently the three-acre site is mostly covered by non-native grasses which are mowed regularly by Borough employees. A gravel and asphalt parking lot separates the Native Plant Reserve from River Road.
The current environmental center building on this site is covered with a 464 square foot green roof, the
only major green stormwater element on the site. Additionally, the design team has identified a potentially
major erosion problem on the southeastern face of the current building stretching through the site of the
proposed waterfront access point. Management of this erosion tendency is addressed here as well as in the
waterfront access designs below.

“The Borough’s stormwater
drainage features have been
designed for much different
hydrologic conditions (i.e. less
impervious area) than presently exist in the Borough and
upstream of the Borough”
(Highland Park Municipal
Stormwater Management
Plan).
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Stormwater Mgmt & Site Development
The calculated runoff rate
actually decreases with the application of both the building
and the parking lot designs.
The application of both of
these designs would also result in an 11% decrease in net
imperviousness compared to
pre-construction conditions.

Recommended Stormwater BMPS and Guidelines
Stormwater remediation techniques were chosen based on calculations of post-construction stormwater
runoff rates in two different model storms (see Appendix G). The runoff rate in both cases actually decreases by a slight amount. Therefore, the incorporation of on-site stormwater management encouraging
on-site infiltration is adequate to maintain a pre-construction runoff rate. Net imperviousness of the site
was also calculated and showed that the application of both the concept building design and the concept
parking lot design would result in an 11% decrease in net imperviousness compared to pre-construction
conditions.
Description of On-Site Stormwater Management Techniques
1.)
Green Roof
Based on the client’s desire to create a model green building and the additional stormwater benefits of a
green roof, we recommend that the larger roof area created by the concept building design be covered by a
green roof and that the types of plants selected be based on the most up-to-date recommendations. We also
recommend that maintenance personnel be thoroughly trained in the techniques required to properly care
for the green roof.
By providing the vegetation and soil medium needed to infiltrate rain water, green roofs reduce the amount
of stormwater runoff created by the building’s roof area. Green roofs also provide much needed vegetation and wildlife habitat in urban areas (Figure 10). Structurally, green roofs serve as insulators reducing
the heating and cooling costs of the building. Green roofs have also been shown to last twice as long as
conventional roofs.
The design team has selected a low-intensity, 4” deep green roof for this building which will allow approximately 50% of the precipitation intercepted by the green roof to be infiltrated on the green roof. The
smaller amount of runoff created can then be captured using other non-structural stormwater infrastructure
and management techniques on site.

Figure 10: Before and after photos showing that a green roof can have both aesthetic and environmental benefits for any
size roof (Photo source: Building Green).
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Once established, we recommend the Environmental Center create a partnership with a local garden club
or the Native Plant Society to maintain the green roof including watering as needed and removal of noxious weeds.

Stormwater Mgmt & Site Development
2.
Green Walls
As the second technique to capture stormwater runoff created by the building’s roof, the design team has
decided to incorporate green, or vegetated, walls into the concept building’s design. These are a unique
way to enhance a building’s green benefits by capturing a small portion of stormwater runoff while improving exterior air quality, reducing the heat island effect and providing aesthetic benefits to the site.
With the proposed building expansion, a large, solid wall will be created that faces the sidewalk along River Road. To break up the monotony of this façade and to add another eco-friendly element to the building
design, we recommend the addition of three, six-foot wide green wall structures be added to this section of
the exterior. These green walls will be built using a modular trellis panel system which attaches to the wall
and supports both the vertical and lateral growth of climbing plants and vines (Figure 11).
Be sure to consider the structural load the building and attachment system can support. Plants should be
selected based on the expected exposure to light and wind. It is also important to remember that it may
take 3 to 5 years for a vegetated wall unit to fully establish. Less woody, curling and tendril type vines are
more suitable for use with a modular trellis panel system.
3.
Rain Gardens
When sited and designed correctly, rain gardens are an attractive and efficient way to process excess
stormwater runoff (Figure 12). It is important to remember that rain gardens are not wetlands, they are
meant to infiltrate or evaporate all of the water collected within 24 hours.

Figure 11: An example of modular trellis green walls at Stanford University
similar to those proposed for the expanded Environmental Center (Photo source:
Green Screen).

Based on standard design and siting guidelines, we have selected two locations for rain gardens within the
Native Plant Reserve/Environmental Education Center site. The rain gardens should be sited on a relatively flat portion of land that is slightly downhill from the source of runoff pinpointed for collection.
The design team has selected a location for a 130 square foot rain garden to be south of the main environmental education center building to capture runoff created by the building’s roof and the adjacent patio
area. There is a slight slope to the overall site which has caused significant erosion in this area. Therefore,
the rain garden should be sited to intercept, slow down and percolate the excess ground runoff before it
erodes the stream bank or causes the introduction of pollutants into the Raritan River. This will also allow
for more streambank stabilization where we are proposing to place a waterfront access site whose stability
would be in danger if current erosion conditions were allowed to continue.

Figure 12: Rain gardens are attractive
vegetated depressions (Photo source:
North Carolina Cooperative Extension).
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Stormwater Mgmt & Site Development
We propose the creation of a second rain garden northwest of the small pump house building near the
parking lot on the Native Plant Reserve site. Gutters draining rainwater from this building’s traditional
roof should direct the rainwater to this rain garden rather than contributing to the Borough’s stormwater
system or causing flooding of the adjacent parking lot.

Figure 13: The combination of a permeable paver parking lot and curb cuts can
create vegetated islands fed with stormwater runoff (Photo source: Landscape
Online.com).

4.
Permeable Paver Parking Lot
Conventional parking lots are a major source of contamination because chemicals and fluids from automobiles are quickly picked up by stormwater runoff. In contrast, permeable paver parking lots allow a large
amount of stormwater runoff to be infiltrated through the parking lot surface itself. Therefore we propose
the creation of a 5,500 square foot permeable paver parking lot (Figure 13) on the location of the current
asphalt and gravel lot currently used for parking. Light-colored pavers should be selected to help reflect
heat from the site rather than absorbing it, thereby reducing the heat-island effect.
Permeable pavers are able to infiltrate an average of 25% more stormwater than a gravel parking lot. This
parking lot design also incorporates multiple vegetated islands and curb cuts which allow stormwater from
the adjacent sidewalk and parking lot to enter creating multiple mini rain gardens.
5.
Native Grasses
The incorporation of native plants into the site’s landscaping will reduce the necessity for irrigation or the
application of artificial fertilizers and pesticides because native plants are more suited to the climate and
site conditions of the local area. One way that the Native Plant Reserve can incorporate additional native
plants and their stormwater management benefits is by allowing native grasses to grow freely along the
perimeter of the site.

Figure 14: The deeper and more complex
roots of native grasses can help reduce
erosion and increase on-site infiltration
of rain water (Photo source: Tennessee
Valley Authority).

18

Allowing the grasses to grow freely instead of cutting them short will also allow their roots to grow deeper
which increases the infiltration capacity of the soils (Figure 14). Tall grasses also provide more food and
shelter for native wildlife. It is estimated that this will amount to a 10% reduction in the area of grass that
needs to be mowed, which will also save on the gasoline needed for site maintenance.

Stormwater Mgmt & Site Development
Stormwater Management Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Here are several ways to reduce the quantity and improve the quality of stormwater resources on the site.
These BMPs will also help the site meet New Jersey’s recommended stormwater management guidelines.
1.
Focus on native plants most suited to the site
2.
Minimize need for irrigation and excess use of water
3.
Provide and monitor trash cans for public use
4.
Provide and monitor pet waste disposal centers for public use
5.
Only mow 90% of the meadow area
Plant Stewardship and Biodiversity Monitoring
An extensive plant inventory of the Native Plant Reserve (NPR) was completed in April 2010 by four
members of the Native Plant Society of New Jersey, Highland Park Regional Chapter. The inventory consists of a wide range of vegetation found on the site including wildflowers, shrubs, vines, trees, ferns and
grasses/sedges. Of the 117 species found at the NPR, 58% of them (68 individual species) are native to
Middlesex County (see Appendix H).
Plant Stewardship Index
The Plant Stewardship Index (PSI) is a tool developed to evaluate the ecological integrity of plant communities in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. PSI values for an area should be utilized for plant selection,
especially for restoration sites. The PSI is designed to aid in the evaluation of the naturalness of a site and
provides a standard measurement of the effectiveness of land management practices and/or human impacts
over time. The PSI value calculator can be found at http://www.bhwp.org/psi/.

Based on a plant inventory
conducted in April of 2010, 68
out of 117 (58%) of individual
species identified are native to
Middlesex County, NJ.
Type of Plant

Number
(and %) of
Native Species
Wildflowers
29 (47%)
Shrubs
17 (68%)
Vines
1 (25%)
Trees
14 (93%)
Ferns
6 (67%)
Grasses, Sedges 1 (50%)
Total Species
68 (58%)

Recommendations
• Plant selection for the Native Plant Reserve including the area surrounding the Center should 			
match PSI values for the land
• Plants that can survive during periods of both flooding and drought should be selected to maximize 		
stormwater management benefits of vegetation on site
Stewardship Goals
• Maximize on-site stormwater management to protect vegetation and water bodies from erosion and 		
pollution
• Develop an educational component highlighting the environmental values of the site
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Stormwater Mgmt & Site Development
Interpretive Trails and Other Recommended Site Development Activities
Exhibits are essential educational tools for all users and visitors of the Center and they should effectively
reflect the mission of the Center. These interpretive pieces can be used as part of a prescribed educational
program or viewed by the individual visitor. They can be indoor exhibits or outdoor interpretive kiosks.
Either way, they should be professionally created, sturdy and address the greater vision of the Center.
Because exhibits are oftentimes the first impression to the public, the Center should look to have a core
exhibit that focuses on the Raritan River watershed including historical and current views of the land, the
water and communities within the watershed. This core exhibit could address all of the points made in
the Environmental Commission’s mission statement as well as the points made by other stakeholders and
teachers
Estimated Costs
Using RSMeans Costworks, a cost estimate for the materials related to the designed green stormwater
management plan was compiled. Assumptions were made as to the type of materials needed to support
an efficient stormwater management plan for the site. The materials listed in the figure below show the
materials needed for an expansion of the green roof, including plants, soil, and gravel, along with materials needed for the two rain gardens for the site and the living walls on the building itself. The total cost
between the concrete work, earthwork, and exterior improvements, as estimated, comes to $15,822.07.
Taking into account a 15% cost overrun, the new subtotal comes to $18,195.38. Note that labor costs are
included within the subtotals (see Appendix F-2).
The estimated cost of creating an interpretive trail was calculated separately. We used assumptions as to
the amount of materials we would need in order to build an adequate trail system on the property. It should
be noted that stone dust and wood chip trails are two different options and their cost estimates should be
considered separately. Taking into account the costs of a wood chip trail and the cost of a stone dust trail,
which were $2,254.08 and $3,416.34, respectively, with a 15% cost overrun included, the cost range for
these two designs is between $2,592.19 and $3,928.79. Not included in that cost overrun are the costs for
the interpretive signs and their bases which could cost around $1,500 (see Appendix F-2).
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Waterfront Development
Waterfront Development
Introduction
The Center’s waterfront location allows for valuable recreational and educational opportunities. From the
building, there is a break in the surrounding concrete retaining wall in the direction of the planned waterfront access. There is a distance of approximately 100 feet between the break in the concrete wall and the
waterfront. The change in height of the land is approximately 23 feet, yielding a mean slope of 23%. However, the slope is not consistent over the distance from the building to the water. The first approximately
70 feet closest to the building has a relatively level grade over an unimproved pathway. The grade closer
to the water is steeper and difficult to use due to erosion. At high tide, the water comes to the bottom of the
steep slope. At low tide, up to 20 feet of a break in grade is exposed at the bottom of the steep slope. This
area is a mix of mud, rocks, and various historic fill remnants such as bricks. The waterfront lacks any
improvements to allow for formal access to the water for recreational or educational purposes.
Current Conditions & Opportunities
Access to the Raritan River from the Environmental Center is valuable for educational purposes for a
number of reasons. It will enable school aged children to study and observe the ecological and biological
components of the river. As the pollution levels of the river decrease, the populations of many fish species
including bass, sunfish, catfish, trout, pickerel, eels, carp, and yellow perch have increased. Additionally,
tidal portions of the river have experienced an increase in migratory species such as fluke, flounder, weakfish, and bluefish. Students can also explore the river’s water quality, including its physical and chemical
characteristics. Simple measurements including temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, and
turbidity could all be assessed by the students using instruments that could be made available at the Center. By observing and appreciating the river environment, stewardship for the river will increase as the
children will learn to care for the river.
Challenges
Any improvements to the coastline will need to account for the forces that cause erosion. This includes
stormwater runoff from Highland Park and tidal and current action from the Raritan River. Also, the safety
of the users must be heavily considered. Many of the users will be school-aged children, so the designs
must allow for access while minimizing the potential for accidents during both supervised and unsupervised visits. The following two designs for the waterfront present possible options that will allow access to
the waterfront while preventing erosion and promoting safety.

Views of the proposed waterfront access
site in both winter (photo by Jacob Richman) and spring (photo by Melissa Basile).
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Waterfront Development
Option 1: Active Waterfront Access
The first design can be seen in Figure 13: Active Waterfront Access Design. The key components of this
plan include the rock riser stairway to address erosion and access on the shallow slope close to the building, a riprap stairway to address erosion and provide safe access to the steeper slope closer to the water,
and a floating bench dock to allow waterfront access.

Photo by Melissa Basile

Walkway from Building to Waterfront: Rock Riser Stairway
The first approximately 70 feet from the building towards the waterfront has a shallow slope. To reduce
the slope at the subsequent portion of the pathway closer to the waterfront, the slope must be increased
closer to the building. As shown in Figure 15, a rock riser stairway is proposed to increase the slope. A
rock riser stairway uses wood, stones, or concrete to create retaining walls for each level step, all of which
could be found on the site in the natural environment or upon renovation and deconstruction of the existing building. Wood would require periodic replacement due to rotting while rock or concrete would be
permanent. The run of each step will consist of compacted local soil that will resist runoff with the aid of
the retaining wall. It is important that the run is stable, solid, and durable. The soil may require maintenance as some erosion may occur.
The increase in slope of the rock riser stairway in comparison to the existing topography of the land may
cause the pathway to cut into the grade of the site. Riprap is proposed along the edges of the pathway to
prevent erosion. The riprap should be made of local stones that are large enough to withstand the force of
stormwater runoff. This will also help to keep school children on the pathway.
Erosion Control at Steep Slope: Riprap Stairway
A riprap stairway is proposed to reduce erosion along the steepest portion of the pathway close to the waterfront. This riprap will be larger than the riprap that is proposed for use in conjunction with the rock riser
stairway. Riprap is a hard stabilization method that uses rock to protect the shoreline from erosion. The
rock can be of a variety of types including granite, limestone, and occasionally concrete rubble from building and pavement deconstruction. The riprap material can be placed in an organized manner as a stairway,
as seen in Figure 15.
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The stairway will start at the bottom of the steep slope where the land levels out near the water. The bottom stair should be constructed on a solid, excavated footing. Riprap made of smaller material may be
placed around the bottom stair to reduce erosion. Each successive stair should be placed against, not on
top of, the previous stair. This way, if there is a problem with one of the steps, the stability of the rest of

Waterfront Development
the stairway is not compromised. The material should be as large as possible, rectangular and seated as
deeply as possible. The stairs do not necessarily need to be formal and uniform as long as the route is
obvious, safe, and there is a solid tread at each stepping point. To be comfortable to climb and ascend, the
steps should keep a reasonable 6 to 8 inch rise and the run should be long enough to hold the length of a
sneaker. Each step should be slightly angled to drain water off the sides instead of allowing the water to
descend the stairway. Smaller riprap should be placed on either side of the stairway on the entirety of the
steep slope to reduce erosion from stormwater runoff. In addition to preventing erosion, the riprap will encourage users to stay on the stairway itself, which is important because the riprap and stairway will serve
as a cap for the contaminated fill.

Figure 15 (left): Active Waterfront Access Design including diagrams of the
rock riser stairway (photo source: Dept. of
Transportation), the riprap stairway (Dept.
of Transportation) and the floating dock
(Quality Docks LLC).

Of note:
A floating dock is currently
located at the Raritan River
Boat Club, 200 Player Avenue,
Edison, NJ 08817.

23

Waterfront Development
Access to the Water: Floating Dock
A floating dock is made up of a platform that is supported by pontoons and is held in place by vertical
piles or chained anchors that are embedded in the riverbed. This allows the dock to rise and fall with the
tides and allows for users to have constant access to the water. The floating dock is connected to the land
by a ramp that rests on the dock by rollers, allowing the ramp to adjust to the vertical movement of the
dock caused by periodic changes in water level of the river associated with the tide. This ramp will have
proper railings to promote safety. Depending on the water level at high tide, the ramp may not be placed
on the lowest riprap step.
The proposed floating dock is a bench dock, as shown in Figure 15. This dock has railings on most sides
to enhance safety but has an opening along one side to allow for access to the water. Benches are also
incorporated into the design to allow for a comfortable place for users to rest or to set items on. The Army
Corps of Engineers’ Nationwide Permit 11 applies to temporary recreational structures, including temporary floating docks less than 20 feet wide that are removed within 30 days after use has been discontinued
for the season. Nationwide Permits are general permits for activities that cause only minimal adverse
environmental effects.
Estimated Costs
For the active waterfront access design, RSMeans Costworks was used to estimate the cost for the materials in order to build the structure. Assumptions were made as to the amount of materials and the type of
materials used in order to construct the most cost efficient and weather resistant design. Earthwork materials for the riprap were selected as was a pre-loaded floating dock to come up with an estimated total of
$15,854.13. Taking into consideration a 15% cost run, the new estimated total comes to $18,347.25. Note
that the contractor and labor fees are included in the subtotal for the active waterfront access design (see
Appendix F-3).
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Waterfront Development
Option 2: Passive Waterfront Access
Design
This alternative design for waterfront access is more passive than the active waterfront access design with
viewing decks rather than a dock (Figure 16). However this design is still meant to bring visitors closer
to the water for observations, with an option for water access via stairs. The design begins with a planted,
wooden pathway from the building to a series of three viewing decks, culminating in a stairway to the
water’s edge.
The viewing decks bring visitors progressively closer to the water with sets of four low-riser steps leading
from one deck to the next. The decks would be utilized for observatory environmental education about the
Raritan – with interpretive signs detailing the river’s ecosystem, history of pollution, and recovery. Railings along the perimeter of the decks and along the stairway will help ensure safe viewing for visitors.

Figure 16: The passive waterfront access
design consists of a three-tiered viewing
deck with a wooden pathway from the
building and a stairway to the river.

Getting to the Water
The stairway leading from the third deck down to the water will allow visitors to engage in more participatory learning about the Raritan when the tide is low enough for access. During high tide, the stairs will be
partially submerged. This very visible display of the river’s tidal character will offer a teaching opportunity in itself.
Structure Along Slope
Structurally, the viewing decks must be supported by piers driven into the soil to the depths of the frost
line along the slope. An option for erosion control along this slope would be soft stabilization by planting
woody vegetation such as willow trees, sycamore trees, or elderberry bushes. However, it is often difficult
to establish plantings in shady areas like the Center’s riverfront.
Estimated Costs
For the passive waterfront access design, RSMeans Costworks was used to estimate the cost for the materials in order to build the structure. Assumptions were made as to the amount of materials and the type of
materials used in order to construct the most cost efficient and weather resistant design. Using RSMeans,
the costs combined for the metal works and the woodwork came to an estimated total of $16,378.30. Assuming that cost overruns could be 15% added to the total, the new estimate comes to $18,835.05. Appendix F-4 shows the cost breakdown of the materials chosen to build the passive waterfront deck.
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Parking Lot
Parking Lot
Introduction
The Highland Park Environmental Education Center and Highland Park Native Plant Reserve share an
unpaved and unsigned parking lot off of River Road near where River Road intersects Harrison Avenue.
As a new parking lot concept is developed the design team considered the client’s desire to accommodate
cars and school buses as well as the lot’s important physical relationship to the Center, Plant Reserve and
the larger East Coast Greenway, which at this location is actually the sidewalk between the parking lot
location and River Road.

Figure 17: The current parking lot area
is an asphalt and gravel lot which is
unattractive to community members and
does not take advantage of its prime location bordering the East Coast Greenway
(Photo by Melissa Basile).
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Current Conditions – Opportunities
The current asphalt and gravel parking lot is problematic because it is unattractive and unsigned (Figure 17). Unfortunately, large trucks use it as a pull off area while a large portion of the area residents are
uncomfortable stopping there because it is not labeled as parking for access to public areas. The design
team recognizes this area as an opportunity to create a defined and identified parking lot that can also be a
model of creative stormwater management.
Concept Parking Lot Design
Challenges
The parking lot’s location on historic fill and the need to connect the lot to many destinations were major
challenges addressed in this design.
• The site is located on historic and contaminated fill
• The parking lot needs to accommodate both individual vehicles and at least one school bus
• The parking lot needs to discourage commercial trucks through layout, design and signage
• The parking lot needs to connect clearly and safely to the Center, the Plant Reserve and the East 		
Coast Greenway
Design Guidelines
This parking lot concept was designed to be attractive to visitors while minimizing any adverse effects associated with traditional parking lots such as polluted runoff and heat island effect.
• Incorporate simple and effective stormwater management techniques
• Incorporate clearly marked connections to possible public destinations near the parking lot
• Use light-colored, permeable pavers that are low maintenance and can withstand a snow plow

Parking Lot
Sustainable Strategies
These sustainable strategies were incorporated into the parking lot design to ensure that the creation of
a parking lot in this location would not adversely affect the local water system or aggravate the existing
flooding problem in the area.
• Minimize site disturbance by building mostly on the area that has already been cleared and is currently
being used as a parking area
• Incorporate permeable pavers and vegetated islands to maximize the amount of stormwater runoff
captured and infiltrated on-site
• Create a mini rain garden in the Native Plant Reserve in the area that borders the parking lot to help
absorb and maintain stormwater runoff
Parking Lot Design Details
The clients indicated that they were unhappy with the current layout of the parking lot which consisted
mainly of an asphalt and gravel lot which attracted truckers to stop there. The clients are also concerned
with sustainability and being an example of green technology for the entire neighborhood. Therefore, we
designed a parking lot that incorporates creative ways of managing runoff while creating seven defined car
parking spaces and one for a school bus.
The new permeable paver parking lot would cover an area of 5,500 square feet (Figure 18). A one-way
entrance is present at the north end of the parking lot while a one-way exit is present at the southern end.
Based on recommendations and research, the school bus parking space was located on the inside track of
the parking lot and the car parking spaces were angled and placed on the outside track of the parking lot.
Two vegetated islands frame the car parking spaces. It is also recommended that vegetation be established
in the space between the sidewalk and the road to buffer pedestrians and bikers on the East Coast Greenway from the traffic lanes. A separate brick pathway connecting the parking lot to the sidewalk in the
direction of the Environmental Center will provide a safe passage for pedestrians. A trash receptacle and a
pet waste station should be located in a convenient location near the parking lot. The parking lots entrance
and exit paths should be clearly marked and the parking lot itself should be identified as parking for visitors to the Highland Park Environmental Center and Native Plant Reserve only.
Please note that soil testing should be done on this section of the property to determine if a permeable
paver parking lot should be placed here. If the soil or ground water is found to be contaminated a nonpervious parking lot should be implemented instead and the resulting increased stormwater runoff should
be addressed with other stormwater management techniques such as Filterra Cells.
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Parking Lot
Figure 18: The more defined parking lot
with clearly marked parking spaces, vegetation and signs will deter commercial
truck drivers while welcoming community
members and visitors.
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Estimated Costs
To estimate the costs associated with the parking lot design, RSMeans Costworks was used. Materials
were selected based on a design that is believed to be the best green design, taking in to account stormwater management and accessibility. Thus, pavers were chosen in order to achieve these goals along with
other needs such as gravel, concrete, and plants. The total cost for these exterior improvements came to an
estimate of $49,365.56. Appendix F-5 shows a summary of these results. Assuming a cost overrun of 15%,
the new estimated total comes to $56,770.39 for the parking lot design.

Site Plan for Redesign
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Environmental Stewardship & Programs
Introduction
It is clear that all involved in this project anticipate and expect a state-of-the-art environmental education facility. This facility will not only provide a safe learning environment for children to explore and
discover the natural world, but will also provide opportunities for community members to learn about
complex environmental issues in Highland Park and throughout society.
In order to offer a comprehensive educational programming structure it will be important to present a variety of program offerings to diverse audiences, from pre-school children to senior citizens, from homeschool educators to formal school teachers, from those who enjoy a paddle on the Raritan River to those
who monitor its quality. Likewise, the programming structure needs to involve community members in
understanding how their actions are beneficial or detrimental to the environment as a whole .
A key portion of the educational structure will be the development and installation of informational and
hands-on exhibits for a variety of learners. These exhibits should reflect the mission of the Center as
well as encourage visitors to explore and discover the wonders of the habitats on the larger site. These
exhibits should also provide visitors with opportunities to understand how their behaviors directly or
indirectly affect local and regional quality of life.
Implementation of this plan will require a concerted effort and commitment from the Borough to afford
staffing at the site. The success of the Center will be judged on how well the building is utilized, not just
on the physical quality of the new building. That said, a major strength of this Center is the dedicated
Environmental Commission who anticipate that the Borough will assist in offering programming once
the new building is open to the public. This strength is also a challenge, as there will need to be an entity
to coordinate these groups regarding the building usage as well as providing guidance on programming
that fits the mission of the Center.
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Highland Park, through the mission of this Center, will facilitate the awareness and understanding of
natural treasures existing within its borders. Likewise, it has positioned itself as a leader in promoting
sustainability by weaving into the mission of Center its desire to teach Highland Park citizens about the
complex environmental issues they face. The recommendations explained in this Report recognize that
the Center will increase its scope over a period of years and therefore lays the groundwork to get the
Center on this path of growth.

General Recommendations
The following are recommendations for implementing a comprehensive educational programming plan for
the Highland Park Environmental Center:
The Center should be the hub for implementing a broader vision for environmental education throughout the Borough.
The Borough, along with other key stakeholders, should devise a Borough-wide environmental education
plan to accomplish the following:
a) Identify and assess existing environmental education providers.
b) Evaluate and make recommendations on appropriate properties within the Park System and those held
by private organizations that could be included in a Borough-wide network of habitat sites for exploration,
discovery and study by students, families and other learners.
c) Create an advisory group of education providers, teachers, administrators and Center staff to formulate
and help implement this Borough-wide plan – using the Center as the hub of activity.
d) Create a “Friends of the Parks” 501(c)(3) organization for the entire park system to facilitate fundraising and networking opportunities.
Emphasize and utilize the local natural resources of the Center as well as those in other existing parks
throughout Highland Park, utilizing “place-based education.”
The Center cannot be all things to all people; therefore a clear vision or educational theme will help focus
development of new programs at the Center.
To reach this end, the following recommendations are given:
•

•

Develop a focused offering of programs for schools in the region through the Center staff with an advisory board comprised of local teachers. These age-appropriate lessons and activities should complement the NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards so that field trips to the Center will be considered part
of each district’s established curriculum.
Provide programs that are Center staff driven as well as opportunities for teachers to do self-guided
work. Integrate real science into all programs, as appropriate. Provide opportunities for teachers and
students from different parts of the Borough or region to interact with each other through consortiums,
over the Internet and/or through interactive television.
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•
•
•
•
•

Work with the Highland Park School District to encourage repeat visits to the Center or other habitat
sites within the Borough. As indicated by Sobel, repeated exposure to nature through community
exploration enhances a student’s growth in a multitude of ways.
Identify existing or new stakeholders who can provide appropriate programming for teachers that
meet their curriculum needs.
Provide scientific training for teachers as well as other professionals.
Develop programs about sustainability by capitalizing on the “green” nature of the building and educating about local environmental issues.
Develop a marketing plan for advertising the Center and its programming – this will be essential for
getting the word out. Suggestions to accomplish this include creating a clear mission statement, designing a logo, providing an interactive website, and writing programming brochures, press releases,
and flyers focused on public, private and charter schools.

Displays and exhibits are an integral part of the learning experience and should be engaging and
reflect the mission of the Center.
•
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Recreation/Arts Program Coordinator Andrea Costos-Baay proposed
that boy and girl-scout troops could
hold their meetings at the center.
Ms. Costos-Baay’s list of needs for
youth group meetings was as follows: large meeting room, tables,
chairs, project space, heating and
cooling for seasonal weather, bathroom capacity, displays to draw
people to visit the center, and access
(eg. unlocked door).

As currently designed, the Center has little space for indoor exhibits. The new building design should incorporated dedicated indoor exhibit space. In keeping with a vision of “place-based education” exhibits
and displays should be developed to showcase the site as well as how the site meshes with regional and
global systems.
It is recommended that a professional exhibit designer is hired to work with Center staff and an advisory
group to develop the focal exhibits for the Center.
There was concern over the challenge of engaging populations from the eastern portion of the Borough.
Given the Center’s location on the southern edge of the Borough, there will be challenges fully engaging
schools, families and adult learners from the more northern portion of the Borough in the programs offered at the Center which may not be within walking distance.
Recommendations to address these challenges include:
•

Provide vans/buses on a periodic basis to bring people to specific programs at the center. Work with

•
•

faith-based organizations, community organizations and other organization or agencies to accomplish
this.
Develop an outreach program that meets audiences at parks in their neighborhoods. Use this as a steppingstone to bringing people out to the Center.
Advertise and extend the bike/pedestrian linkages throughout the Borough to the Center.

•

The Highland Park community
groups who were contacted about
participating in programs at the
Environmental Center were enthusiastic about becoming involved.

•

Pastor Seth Kaper-Dale of the Reformed Church of Highland Park
explained that the church is very
interested in utilizing the center for
programming. A student, Amos
Caley, will be working on environmental issues at the church this
summer and Paster Kaper-Dale
would like to set up a meeting to
discuss how Amos can connect his
work for the church with the center. The church is committed to
environmental sustainability as
demonstrated by the institution’s
green roof, solar panels, and composting. A relationship between the
center and this local green church
should be a successful match.

The community should be able to consider this Center as a regional resource.
In order to encourage community support for the Center some specific recommendations can be made:
• Create a clearinghouse for technical resources, maps, and current research on environmental issues
throughout the region; provide space for community groups to meet.
• Build a lab and research area equipped with microscopes, computers and high-speed internet connection, projection capabilities, calculators and kits for data collection and measurement.
• Allow local groups to meet at the center for monthly meetings, conferences and seminars.

A full-time staff is necessary. (See Operational Recommendations)
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Operational Recommendations
According to our research, community members, teachers and stakeholder groups expect a state-of-the-art
education center offering a diversity of learning and recreational experiences as well as resources for a variety of users. In order to address their expectations, the following schematic was developed to represent a
fully staffed facility.
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This schematic shows that there are two separate, yet interdependent staffing groups that should be addressed in order to realize the potential of this center.

Center Management
While New Jersey is small in geographic area, our long industrial and agricultural history paired with our
high population density has created urgency for increased environmental awareness, understanding and
stewardship throughout the state. As a response to this need New Jersey is home to hundreds of nature
centers of all sizes with staff and management scenarios as diverse as the populations they serve. Listed
below are several management scenarios, each with their own benefits and costs associated. As stated
earlier, it is clear the Borough is dedicated to providing its residents with a state-of-the-art facility, and
therefore needs to consider feasible ways in which this vision can be implemented in a timely and costeffective fashion. In all scenarios local and regional stakeholder groups should be encouraged to utilize
the building and grounds for meetings as well as provide programming for the general public at all age
and ability levels as long as it aligns with the mission of the Center.
Highland Park Environmental Center
Department of Community Services and Recreation
In this scenario the Borough manages and programs the site itself via the Borough’s Department of Community Services and Recreation. The staff is hired and managed through this department although their
office would be at the Environmental Center. Although the current Director of this department would supervise the Environmental Center staff, he/she would have little to do with the day-to-day operations of
the facility or management of the staff employed at the Center. The facility would be used as any other
recreation facility that offers classes for seniors, pre-schoolers and other members of the community,
however, the content would align with the mission of the Environmental Center, specifically. A majority
of nature centers in the state are managed in this fashion, however the nature centers are more commonly
operated at the County government level such as in Somerset County and Essex County.
Highland Park Environmental Center
In Partnership with…
As seen in many examples throughout the State, the Borough could also turn management and programming of the facility over to an existing environmental non-profit organization (NGO) or create its own
501(c)(3) non-profit to manage and program the facility. The Tenafly Nature Center in Bergen County is
owed by the Borough of Tenafly but operated by its non-profit arm. The Plainsboro Preserve in Middlesex County is owned by the Township of Plainsboro but operated by New Jersey Audubon, an existing
NGO. In either case, the NGO would be responsible for the hiring of staff, programming and general
building and grounds maintenance. The NGO works in partnership with the Borough for promotion,
long-term stewardship and funding.
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Highland Park Environmental Center
Highland Park Board of Education
Since creating future environmental leaders is a priority for the Borough, another scenario assumes that
the Borough turns management and programming of the facility over to the Highland Park Board of
Education. The Bunker Hill Environmental Center in Franklin Borough, Hunterdon County is owned and
managed in this fashion. In this scenario, the Board of Education hires staff to program the Center and coordinate and conduct educational field trips for all Highland Park Public Schools. The Board of Education
would generate revenue via building rental fees and could contract with other entities such as Community
Affairs. The facility would also remain open to the public during normal business hours. The facility
would be used as any other school building except content would focus specifically on environmental science and policy as it relates to Highland Park, the Raritan River and its regional impacts.
Highland Park Environmental Center
Middlesex County Department of Parks
The Middlesex County Park System includes a large and diverse network of properties throughout the
County; however it does not currently operate a nature center. With its proximity to Johnson Park, it is
feasible that the Borough Highland Park could hand management and programming of the facility over to
the Middlesex County Department of Parks and Recreation. The County would then be responsible for the
hiring of staff, programming and general building and grounds maintenance. As with other scenarios, the
County would continue to work in partnership with the Borough for promotion and long-term stewardship
of the facility.
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Programming Management
Within any of these scenarios there needs to be full-time staff dedicated to operating and maintaining the
facility. While volunteers are encouraged as docents and for the maintenance of the green roof, rain gardens and other outdoor teaching areas, in order for a facility such as this to be taken seriously within the
Borough and throughout the region a hired staff is needed. Two groups of positions are key in the operation, programming and stewardship of a nature center:
The first group consists of a program coordinator and/or center manager who are responsible for the dayto-day management of the facility and its programming and maintenance.
The program coordinator would oversee all functional levels of running the building including, but not
limited to, making sure the doors are open, scheduling building use, interfacing with volunteer groups,
marketing the center to residents, school districts and community groups, overseeing exhibit development, and maintaining communication with facilities staff who clean the center, troubleshoot technological
problems and oversee landscape and trail maintenance. This person should be hired or designated as soon
as possible to facilitate the myriad of details that is required to plan and run a facility like this Center. This
staff person would also oversee all facets of the building and grounds which could include cleaning, repairing, maintaining standard upkeep of the facilities, working to create and maintain trails, informational
kiosks and outdoor pavilions, scheduling snow removal, etc. A concerted effort to create ongoing advertising for the Center will be essential. The program coordinator will also need to create initial brochures,
other publications and a website as well as maintain a dialogue with the community. One of the strongest
assets of this Center is the dedicated volunteer groups that already exist, poised to continue and increase
their programming efforts. Although coordinating these groups of people will need to come from the program coordinator, it may be necessary to have a volunteer who can not only work with these groups, but
continue to build a volunteer base to help with the staffing a reception desk.
The second group consists of the teacher/naturalist(s) who assist the program coordinator, whose primary
purpose is to develop and implement educational programming for schools, scouts and other youth community groups, family groups and adult learners.
The teacher/naturalist would work closely with the program coordination to make sure that the educational and equipment needs required to carry out programs was met. In addition to teaching, he/she would
oversee other teacher/naturalists, guest/per diem teachers and volunteers to develop an educational pro-
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gram using existing lessons adapted to the site or develop new lessons to meet teachers’ needs. A major
portion of this person’s responsibilities would be to network with existing environmental education providers and schools in the Borough as well as work with the Borough to make sure that the programs were
broadly advertised.
Additionally, members of volunteer groups and/or teaching docents would be a part of the programming
staff. They would work with the program coordinator to make sure that the content in programs they offer
at the Center meet certain basic requirements (i.e. address the NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards) and
that there is no overlap in programming among volunteer groups.
Education / Programming Plan
Realizing that there are inherent challenges in employing a full-time staff, the Funding Opportunities section below details opportunities for all aspects of this project including program staff, building enhancements, and trail connectivity. Implementation of the Education and Programming Plan should not be
dependent on the renovation of the existing facility and should become an immediate priority of the Borough. In this way a need for the aforementioned facility improvements becomes apparent and the funding
opportunities discussed in a later section become easier to justify.
To address these challenges in the short-run and encourage efficient implementation of educational programs at the Center, suggestions for initial staffing and educational planning and implementation are
outlined below. Although most of these actions will require some level of funding, there are a number of
immediate actions that can be taken to begin serving the community at the site and to start building a constituency. It is recommended that all of the actions listed in the following tables occur during the next 24
months. During that time, it will be essential to put in place the foundation for educational programming
as well as look to establishing a vision for planned future growth. The key to success in the first year is to
have a full-time Program Coordinator whose duties reflect those mentioned in the previous sections. With
his/her experience and leadership, the Center can begin building its education programs. As with any new
endeavor, it takes time to build a constituency.
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There are five key focus areas in the education realm:
•
Public Programming (onsite/outreach)
•
School-based Programming (onsite/outreach)
•
Exhibits
•
Community relations/resources
•
Promotion/marketing
Public Programming (onsite and outreach)
Public programming consists of children, family and adult programs such as weekend walks for families,
natural history courses (bird watching, botany, etc.), summer day camps and after school programs for
scouts and other youth organizations. This type of programming makes up over half of the programming
conducted at a typical nature center. Public programming requires a staffed position or commitment from
volunteer groups to conduct programs on weekends, holidays, and during after school and evening hours.
It may also require that staff based at the Center conduct outreach into the community by attending group
meetings, fairs and other events. Outreach to other organizations within the Borough and through other
venues will be an important tool to help promote the facility and its programs.
ACTION
Natural history programs &
walks for adults and children
Weekend family programs
Plan and conduct summer educational experience for children

STAFFING REQUIREMENTS
Existing volunteer groups (Sierra
Club, Master Gardeners, 4-H, etc.)
Weekend naturalist
Summer camp teacher/s

TIMELINE
Ongoing
Summer/Fall 2011
Contract Spring 2012 for Summer 2012

School-based Programming (onsite and outreach)
School-based programming consists of scheduled classes conducted for public and private schools including Pre-K schools, elementary, middle and high schools, as well as colleges. It would also include teacher
professional development. Attending the Middlesex County’s Superintendents’ Roundtable meetings is a
key marketing tool to gain interest from area superintendents for students to visit the Center and to establish a nature/field experience as part of the existing curricula throughout the County.
Each public school district has different curriculum requirements, a range of understanding of the value of
environment-based education and different fiscal challenges that influence their ability to send students on
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field trips to the Center. All of these factors need to be considered when building a school-based program.
Private and parochial schools tend to have more flexibility in releasing students for field trips.
Program Development
Initially, the Program Coordinator will need to develop a basic program offering that meets the NJ Core
Curriculum Content Standards and utilizes the resources at the Center. There are a multitude of curriculum guides that teachers in New Jersey already use and that provide the foundation for creating such a basic program offering. Concepts and/or lessons from NJ Audubon’s Bridges to the Natural World and New
Jersey WATERS (Watershed Approach to Teaching the Ecology of Regional Systems) as well as nationally known Project WET, Project Learning Tree and Project WILD can all be used. From these resources,
activities can be cobbled together and tailored to address the specific habitats found on the Highland Park
site as well as provide the background information for the concepts that should be taught at specific grade
levels. This initial offering can be tweaked or changed based on input from a teacher advisory group and
be flexible enough to meet the specific needs of teachers from different schools. Typically a nature center
offers one or two programs for each grade level from which the teacher can then select. These programs
are generic in nature and teach basic natural history concepts through awareness, exploration, discovery
and opportunities to take action.
Since the Raritan River is the key feature of the site and local teachers and stakeholders recognize that
study of the Raritan River and its environs should be a focal educational unit, we suggest that in addition
to generic natural history offerings, there is also a “Raritan River Studies” track for the school-based programming. This proposed series of lessons covers elementary through high school levels and gives suggestions for activities that can be done at various grade levels (Appendix H).
Identifying Core Schools
The Borough has an Environmental Commission that is extremely committed to the success of this facility. This is an advantage that few other environmental centers in the state have. Because of this, the challenge of “getting the word” out will be less difficult, but no less critical. The Program Coordinator will
need to spend a considerable amount of time promoting the Center to the school superintendent, principals, teachers, professors and the school board.
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Before this outreach can begin, basic promotional materials should be in place including program brochures with titles/descriptions of lessons, the agreed upon fee structure for classes and hours and days of
operation. Lesson plans correlated to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards should be in

place and lesson materials/equipment should be available for teacher/naturalists to use.
Another way to get the word out to Borough schools is to host a series of professional development days
at the center. These can be for teachers and/or school administrators. As they become more familiar with
the vision of the Center and are encouraged to provide input on the program structure, they will be more
likely to use the Center. Rather than going to them, invite them to come to the Center. Partnering with
other education providers and NGOs in the region (such as Rutgers University and Edison Wetlands Association) is essential to building credibility.
Building Instructional Capacity
The Program Coordinator should have background and proven experience in both center administration
and environmental education. He/she will hold the pivotal position that will build all the programs at the
Center. Although a full time staff is desirable, there are several ways to increase instructional capacity
until sufficient funding is available to hire full-time staff. Options include volunteer docents, per diem
teachers and part-time teacher/naturalists.
• Volunteer docents: Many organizations use volunteer docents to perform school classes. Although
this is an economical way to provide instruction and involves community members, there are inherent
challenges in using volunteers for school classes. There needs to be extensive training so that docents
are familiar with educational pedagogy and classroom management techniques. There also needs to be
a commitment on the part of the Center to recruit, organize and cultivate these volunteers so that both
the students and volunteers have an enjoyable learning experience. With these challenges in mind, we
would advise that volunteer docents be used only as a secondary field trip leader, for after school scout
programs and/or informal weekend programs.
• Per diem teachers: Like volunteer docents, per diem teachers would need to be trained in specific
programs. Unlike volunteer docents, per diem teachers would be paid only to teach the class for which
they are contracted. Many organizations utilize per diem teachers effectively. Once the calendar for
the season is set, these teachers are contacted and commit to the days and hours that fit their schedule.
As a paid employee, there is less likely to be a problem with absenteeism and quality control.
• Part-time teacher/naturalists: Part-time teacher/naturalists work as permanent part-time employees with regular hours. Not only would they be able to teach during the time they are present at the
Center, but they would also be able to help with program development, interacting with the public and
various other administrative duties as assigned by the program coordinator.
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ACTION
Advertise for fulltime Program
Coordinator
Hire fulltime Program Coordinator
Establish an advisory group of
teachers to help direct the development of programs
Create core list of school programs
based on existing materials including a Raritan River track
Develop appropriate promotional
materials for distribution and advertisement
Hire Teacher/Naturalist

STAFFING REQUIREMENTS
TIMELINE
Department of Community Affairs May 2011
Department of Community Affairs September 2011
Program Coordinator
Fall/Winter 2012
Program Coordinator and teacher
advisory group
Program Coordinator

Program Coordinator/ Department
of Community Services
Organize & hold teacher workshops Program Coordinator and/or
appropriate alternate workshop
facilitator
Meet with appropriate Borough
Program Coordinator
school officials
Advertise for per diem teachers
Program Coordinator in cooperaand/or part-time teacher/naturalist tion with Department of Commuposition
nity Services
Train per diem teachers to teach
Program Coordinator with help
school programs
from outside organizations as
needed
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Fall 2011/ Winter 2012 deadline for Spring 2012 implementation
Fall 2011/ Winter 2012
Spring 2012
January 2012 deadline for
Spring/Summer 2012 implementation
Winter/Spring 2012
Spring 2012
Spring 2012

Exhibits
Exhibits are essential educational tools for all users and visitors of the Center and they should effectively
reflect the mission of the Center. These interpretive pieces can be used as part of a prescribed educational
program or viewed by the individual visitor. They can be indoor exhibits or outdoor interpretive kiosks.
Either way, they should be professionally created, sturdy and address the greater vision of the Center as
outlined in the mission statement drafted by the Highland Park Environmental Commission.
Because exhibits are oftentimes the first impression to the public, the Center should look to have a core
exhibit that focuses on the Raritan River watershed including historical and current views of the land, the
water and communities within the watershed. This core exhibit could address all of the points made in
the Environmental Commission’s mission statement as well as the points made by other stakeholders and
teachers as well .
ACTION
STAFFING REQUIREMENTS
TIMELINE
Create plan for indoor interpreEnvironmental Commission with Spring/Summer 2011
tive exhibits – including theme/
Program Coordinator, stakeholder
general content/costs, etc.
groups, Department of Community Services and professional
exhibit designer
Assess and/or develop trail disEnvironmental Commission with Spring/Summer 2011
plays, interpretive signs and trail Program Coordinator, Departsignage
ment of Community Services and
stakeholder groups
Develop detailed content inforEnvironmental Commission with Fall 2011 for completion in
mation and visuals for exhibits
Program Coordinator, DepartSpring 2012
ment of Community Services and
professional exhibit designer
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A few of the situations and questions
that a nature center receives every day
•
•
•
•
•
•
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My son is doing a report on endangered species. What information
can you give him?
I found a turtle in my backyard and
have it in my car. Can I bring it to
you?
I’d like to create a backyard habitat
for butterflies and birds. Where do
I start?
There is a woodpecker drilling on
my wood siding. How can I stop
it?
I found this beautiful moth. Can
you help me identify it?
I work at the local high school and
we have Canada Goose droppings
all over the football field. How do
I get rid of the geese?

Community Resource
Educational programming is not complete without addressing the “teachable moment” scenario. Education staff, receptionists and volunteers all become ambassadors of the Center’s mission as soon as they
step foot onto the property each morning. The Center becomes a community resource for a myriad of
questions and challenges.
The Center staff will need to be able to field many people’s questions and solve many nature-related problems. This incredibly important service takes an immense amount of time – above and beyond scheduled
classes. Most teacher/naturalists will be able to field these questions with little problem, but if the Center is relying heavily on volunteers, it will be necessary to help them learn the answers to these types of
questions or at least help then know where to find the answers. Resources such as New Jersey Audubon’s
“Suburban Survival Guides” can be used to help educate those people who will be interacting with the
public.
In addition to creating a resource that volunteers and staff can use to help field these questions from community members, there will need to be developed a set of guidelines to help Center staff and volunteers
know what to do in various situations. For example: What do you do if someone brings an injured bird to
the Center in a shoebox? How do you advise them? Where is the closest licensed rehabilitation center?
ACTION
Create a manual with samples of “expected” questions and responses
Draft a Center guidelines document that
outlines procedures for a variety of scenarios and staff responsibilities

STAFFING REQUIREMENTS
Program Coordinator and Department
of Community Services
Program Coordinator and Department
of Community Services

TIMELINE
Fall 2011
Fall 2011

Promotion / Marketing
Access to and coordination with the Borough public relations and marketing person is essential to the
Center’s success as a local and regional resource. Through promotion and public relations one can build a
support base for both the Center’s programs and long-term funding. Center promotion should be the dual
responsibility of the Department of Community Services as well as the Center’s Program Coordinator and
his/her staff.
Center promotion includes the development of brochures, the writing of press releases about upcoming
programs, talking with reporters to do human interest stories about the Center and its mission and the development of a website or series of web pages to share the Center’s activities and mission with the larger
community.
ACTION
Draft a mission statement and purpose for the Environmental Center
Design a distinct logo and style for
the Environmental Center

STAFFING REQUIREMENTS
Highland Park Environmental
Commission
Highland Park Environmental
Commission (could pose a contest to Rutgers students)
Create comprehensive calendar of Program Coordinator and Departevents
ment of Community Services and
stakeholder groups
Assess and/or develop appropriate Program Coordinator and Departtrail guides
ment of Community Services and
stakeholder groups
Create promotional plan to address Program Coordinator and Departpress releases, website development of Community Services and
ment, and other methods for
stakeholder groups
advertising the center
Develop text for school brochure Program Coordinator and teacher
based on recommendations from
advisory group
teacher advisory group

TIMELINE
Immediate
Immediate
Fall 2011 deadline for Spring
2012 implementation
Winter 2012 for Spring 2012 use
Fall 2011/Winter 2012

Fall 2011/Winter 2012 for late
Spring and Fall promotion
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Sample Mission Statement
In order to form an official 501(c)(3) organization and to apply for many of the grants outlined in the
Funding Opportunities section, and in Appendix K, the Highland Park Environmental Center must have its
own mission statement and purpose. Below is a sample mission statement that should be amended by the
Highland Park Environmental Commission to address the specific goals of the community.
The Highland Park Environmental Center is dedicated to creating awareness, understanding and appreciation of
the environment and the Borough’s relationship to the Raritan River Watershed. The Center will serve as a bridge
for the diverse population that lives and works in Highland Park, providing information to grassroots community
groups and other stakeholders to engage them in the environmental decision-making process and help work towards environmental justice throughout the Borough.

Our mission will be accomplished by:
• Providing environmental education programs for all constituents of the Borough, using the natural
habitats surrounding the Center as a learning center and environmental laboratory, and exploring the
relationships between the natural and built environments that make up Highland Park;
• Building a regional constituency for the preservation and protection of natural lands that still exist,
and creating new green space in urban areas, within Highland Park so that we may bequeath a healthy,
flourishing environment to future generations; and,
• Advocating for progressive environmental policies and practices in our homes, schools, workplaces,
and political and social institutions, that are consistent with environmentally just and sustainable practices.
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Funding Opportunities
Highland Park, with the Environmental Commission as its champion, has established that the invigoration
of the Environmental Center is a priority within the Borough. The Borough website touts that Highland
Park is “New Jersey’s First Green Community” and with that the Borough must be willing to make choices and sacrifices to deliver related services to its residents.
As it currently stands the Environmental Center is owned and operated by the Borough of Highland Park.
While this management scenario provides unique funding opportunities such as Green Acres funding and
federal appropriations, the Borough may want to consider creating a non-profit arm of the parks department, sometimes referred to as a “Friends” group. In this way the Environmental Center, and other park
facilities, can seek funding from a wider variety of sources including private foundations and corporations.
The Environmental Center could also then take memberships and establish an endowment.
Generally speaking, nature centers are established to foster awareness, understanding and stewardship for
the environment and are not considered profit-making operations. While there may be some examples of
self-sustaining nature centers, this is generally not the case. Grants, donations, memberships, program
fees, building rentals and in-kind donations generally cover most operating expenses; however remaining
budgetary deficits may need to be covered using endowments, taxes or appropriations.
A sample Operating Budget for an expanded Environmental Center has been created using actual operating budgets from two similarly sized New Jersey Audubon environmental centers. Extraneous line items,
such as bird seed sales, have been removed to create a template illustrating some of the expected costs and
revenues generated at a typical nature center (Appendix J).
A funding matrix (Appendix K) has also been compiled in detail in an effort to facilitate the Borough’s
efforts to write grants and obtain funding for programming at the Environmental Center. Opportunities
range from Federal Green Building Council grants for the use of green technology and infrastructure to the
Alliance for New Jersey Environmental Education grant for public-private partnerships. Other sources of
money such as state Green Acres Funding are listed; however details are too complicated to fit within the
matrix.
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Conclusions
As it stands, the Highland Park Environmental Center and Native Plant Reserve are attractive properties
and public resources that are underutilized. This report has explained opportunities for building, site and
waterfront development improvements that would help the Borough harness the environmental values of
the site and to provide a valuable public resource for Borough residents. The design team has carefully
considered all environmental, regulatory, physical and social constraints on the development of the site in
their proposals.
An expanded environmental center building incorporating sustainable building techniques as well as
many elements needed to create a larger and multi-purpose space will provide a location for students and
teachers, community groups, and the general public to interact and learn. General site developments such
as interpretive trails, a defined and attractive parking lot, rain gardens and waterfront access will provide
much needed educational and interactive features that will draw visitors to the site.
This report also provides the Borough of Highland Park with detailed recommendations related to environmental stewardship, center management, and budgeting and funding opportunities. It is the hope of
the project team that this document, and the designs and resources within it, can be of great assistance to
the Borough of Highland Park as it moves forward with its goal of creating a successful environmental
education center.
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Appendix A: Current Site Overview Maps
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Appendix B: Phases of Completed Soil Remediation

The former environment center construction project only did the soil test and site remediation on Phase I area (as the light green
area in this map).
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Appendix C: Floodplain Map
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Appendix D: Detailed List of Parks
Johnson Park
Johnson Park is located north of the Environmental Center along the Raritan River in Piscataway Township. It is a 473 acre park with eight tennis courts, one baseball field, two softball fields, one soccer field, seven picnic groves, three playgrounds, two cricket pitches, an animal haven, two
ponds, “East Jersey Olde Towne” Village, and a 2.5 mile bike path/walkway. An off-road section of the Raritan River Greenway currently exists
through Johnson Park.
Native Plant Reserve/Environmental Center
The Environmental Center is the desired focal point of the system upon completion of the Raritan River Greenway. An on-road section of the Raritan
River Greenway currently exists along River Road adjacent to the Native Plant Reserve.
Between the Native Plant Reserve/Environmental Center and Valley Place Ravine
Approximately 0.4 miles of waterfront between the Environmental Center and Valley Place Ravine is privately owned property. Some of the property
owners oppose public access between their property and the Raritan River. This presents a major constraint to the connectivity of the waterfront.
Access to the existing pathway connecting these two resources is restricted and should be addressed if the riverfront is to be advertised as part of the
larger East Coast Greenway.
Valley Place Ravine
Valley Place Ravine provides 1.8 acres of public access along the riverfront. This private land is made up of natural habitat with a trail that traverses
a wooded ravine and provides river views. The existing off-road pathway will be incorporated into the Raritan River Greenway once connections are
made north and south of the site along the waterfront.
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Red’s Marina
Red’s Marina is historically known as Ayres Beach and is owned by Middlesex County to preserve habitat at the sharp river bend and landmark cliff
that early settlers called “Devil’s Elbow” (Highland Park Environmental Commission). The County is seeking funds to develop non-motorized boat
access at Red’s Marina, as well as a community boathouse or boat facility. The waterfront of Red’s Marina is proposed to be incorporated into the
Raritan River Greenway.
Donaldson Park
Donaldson Park is located north of the Environmental Center along the Raritan River in Highland Park. It is a 90 acre park that has four tennis
courts, two basketball courts, three baseball fields, three softball fields, four soccer fields, six picnic groves, two playgrounds, a boat ramp, a pond,
and a dog park. The existing off-road pathways in Donaldson Park will be incorporated into the Raritan River Greenway.
Southside Bikeway
The Southside Bikeway connects Donaldson Park and the Meadows. It is a wide paved path that connects South 5th Avenue and Valentine Street to
South 7th Avenue and Donaldson Street, a distance of approximately 500 feet, and is surrounded by native trees and shrubs. The bikeway is proposed to be incorporated into the Raritan River Greenway.
The 16-acre Lower Meadows
The Meadows consist of 16 acres of natural areas including fields, woods and wetlands located downstream of Donaldson Park. The site is currently
difficult to access although the Borough of Highland Park has received grant funding to create trails.
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Appendix E: LEED Certification Process and Costs
Type of Project:
LEED for New Construction addresses design and construction activities for both new buildings and major renovations of existing buildings. A major
renovation involves major HVAC renovation, significant envelope modifications, and major interior rehabilitation. Choose LEED for New Construction for a major renovation of an existing building, involving significant design and construction activities.
Note: This is a LEED NC project and not a LEED Existing Buildings project because any projects that increase the floor area by more than 50% of
its original size fall under the LEED NC rating system. Current occupancy is 19 and projected occupancy is 55, so the total floor area would have to
nearly triple (289%) to reach the desired occupancy.
Process:
1) Project Registration: After determining that LEED is right for a project, the next step is to register the project. Registration serves as a declaration of intent to certify a building or neighborhood development under the LEED Green Building Rating Systems. Registration provides access to a
variety of tools and resources necessary to apply for LEED certification. Registered and certified projects are also listed in the online LEED project
database.
Once the rating system has been determined and the appropriate registration fee has been paid, the project will be immediately accessible in LEED
Online. From here the project team is assembled and the documentation process begins.
2) Prepare Application: Each LEED credit and prerequisite has a unique set of documentation requirements that must be completed as a part of the
application process. While preparing the application, the project team selects the credits it has chosen to pursue and assigns the credits to the responsible team members. The project team should begin to collect information and perform calculations for all prerequisites and the credits it has chosen
to pursue. When the necessary documentation has been assembled, the project team will upload the materials to LEED Online and start the application review process.
Before submitting the application, the project team is advised to double check each credit to ensure that project details have been entered accurately
and consistently. This will help streamline the review process.
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3) Submit Application: Only the LEED Project Administrator is eligible to submit an application for review. Requirements for a complete application
vary according to the review path, but will always include payment of the appropriate certification review fee (see Certification Fees to the right).
Prior to certification, all project teams are required to submit completed documentation requirements for all prerequisites and at least the minimum
number of credits required to achieve certification, as well as completed general project information forms. Applications must be received in accordance with GBCI’s established Rating System expiration terms (available in the Certification Policy Manual).
4) Application Review: Upon receipt of a completed application for certification, a formal application review will be initiated. The application review
process differs slightly for each LEED Rating System and review path.
5) Certification: Certification is the final step in the LEED review process. Once the final application review is complete, the project team can either
accept or appeal the final decision. LEED certified projects:
1. Will receive a formal certificate of recognition
2. Will receive information on how to order plaque and certificates, photo submissions, and marketing
3. May be included (at the owner’s discretion) in online LEED Project Directory of registered and certified projects
4. May be included (along with photos and other documentation) in the US Department of Energy High Performance Buildings Database
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Less than 50,000 Square Feet*

50,000- 500,000
More Than 500,000
Square Feet*
Square Feet*
Based on Square Foot- Fixed Rate
age*

LEED 2009; New Construction,
Fixed Rate
Commercial Interiors, Schools, Core
& Shell full certification
Design Review
USGBC Members
$2,000
$0.04/sf
Non-Members
$2,250
$0.045/sf
Expedited Fee**
$5,000 regardless of square footage
$500
Construction Review
USGBC Members
$500
$0.010/sf
Non-Members
$750
$0.015/sf
Expedited Fee**
$5,000 regardless of square footage
$500
Combined Design & Construction
Review
USGBC Members
$2,250
$0.045/sf
Non-Members
$2,750
$0.055/sf
Expedited Fee**
$10,000 regardless of square footage $500
Source: http://www.gbci.org/main-nav/building-certification/resources/fees/current.aspx

Appeals (if
applicable)
Per credit

$20,000
$22,500

$500
$500

$5,000
$7,500

$500
$500

$22,500
$27,500

$500
$500
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REGISTRATION FEES
• Registration is a flat fee paid up front at the time of registration. Registration rates are based on the date of registration. The rates are : USGBC
Members: $900
• Non-Members: $1200
Total Registration and Certification Costs:
USGBC Members: $900 (registration) + $2000 (design review) + $500 (construction review) - $250* (optional combined review) = $3150 to $3400
Non-Members: $1200 (registration) + $2250 (design review) + $750 (construction review) - $250* (optional combined review) = $3950 to $4200
Points
LEED 2009 for New Construction and Major Renovations
100 base points; 6 possible Innovation in Design and 4 Regional Priority points
Certified 40–49 points
Silver 50–59 points
Gold 60–79 points
Platinum 80 points and above
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Appendix F-1: Building and Shade Structure Design Cost Estimate Details
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Appendix F-2: Stormwater Management & Site Development Cost Estimate Details
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Appendix F-3: Active Waterfront Access Design Cost Estimate Details
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Appendix F-4: Passive Waterfront Access Design Cost Estimate Details
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Appendix F-5: Parking Lot Design Cost Estimate Details
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Appendix G: Stormwater Management Plan and Site Development
Calculating Pre-Construction Runoff and Imperviousness Conditions
The calculations below serve to quantify base-line or pre-construction runoff and imperviousness conditions on the site. The runoff rate is calculated
using standard runoff coefficients for different materials, the square footage area of all components on the site, and two different rain storm intensities
as described below. Net imperviousness for the site is calculated as a weighted average of the runoff coefficients of the different materials based on
their relative square footage on the site.
The goals are to minimize the runoff rate and ensure that all stormwater management techniques in place are adequate to address any increase in runoff due to construction as well as minimize impervious surface area on the site.
Component

Area (ft2)

Area (acres)

Material

Building Roof 464
0.01
Green roof (depth <4”)
Parking Lot
5500
0.13
Gravel
Sidewalk
550
0.01
Crushed rock
Shed Roof
200
0.00
Conventional roof
Patio Area
2040
0.05
Crushed rock
Grass Area
121926
2.80
Turf, average slope (1-3%)
Totals
130680
3.00
Calculated using reasoning: NJ average annual rainfall = 15 inches/year
Therefore, a 2-year storm would be approximately 3.2 inches in a 24-hour time span
This equates to a rainfall intensity of 0.133333 inches/hour
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Runoff coefficient, e
0.5
0.75
0.75
0.95
0.75
0.35

Runoff Rate (cfs)
0.00
0.01
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.13
0.15

Component

Area (ft2)

Area (acres)

Material

Building Roof
464
0.01
Green roof (depth <4”)
Parking Lot
5500
0.13
Gravel
Sidewalk
550
0.01
Crushed rock
Shed Roof
200
0.00
Conventional roof
Patio Area
2040
0.05
Crushed rock
Grass Area
121926
2.80
Turf, average slope (1-3%)
Totals
130680
3.00
Calculated using the Stormwater BMP Manual “stormwater design storm”
This storm is 1.5 inches in a 2-hour time span
This equates to a rainfall intensity of 0.625 inches/hour
Component

Area (ft2)

Material

Runoff coefficient, e

Runoff Rate
(cfs)
0.00
0.06
0.01
0.00
0.02
0.61
0.71

Runoff coefficient, e

Net Imperviousness
232
4125
412.5
190
1530
43104.6
37.60%

0.5
0.75
0.75
0.95
0.75
0.35

Building Roof
464
Green roof (depth <4”)
0.5
Parking Lot
5500
Gravel
0.75
Sidewalk
550
Crushed rock
0.75
Shed Roof
200
Conventional roof
0.95
Patio Area
2040
Crushed rock
0.75
Grass Area
123156
Turf, average slope (0-3%)
0.35
Totals
131910
Calculating Post-Construction Runoff and Imperviousness Conditions
The calculations below are based on the application of building design idea and parking lot design idea Therefore, square footage, materials and
runoff coefficients have been changed accordingly.
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Component
Building Roof
Parking Lot

Area (ft2)

Area (acres)

1310
5500

0.03
0.13

Sidewalk
Shed Roof
Patio Area
Mowed Grass Area

550
200
2040
108900

0.01
0.00
0.05
2.50

Native Grasses Area

12197

0.28

Material
Green roof (depth <4”)
Interlocking Permeable Pavers
Crushed rock
Conventional roof
Crushed rock
Turf, average slope
(1-3%)
Vegetation, average
slope (1-3%)

Totals
130680
3.00
Calculated using reasoning: NJ average annual rainfall = 15 in/yr
Therefore, a 2-year storm would be approximately 3.2 inches in a 24-hour time span
This equates to a rainfall intensity of 0.133333 inches/hour
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Runoff coefficient, e
0.5
0.5

Runoff Rate (cfs)
0.00
0.01

0.75
0.95
0.75
0.35

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.12

0.2

0.01
0.14

Component
Building Roof
Parking Lot

Area (ft2)

Area (acres)

1310
5500

0.03
0.13

Sidewalk
Shed Roof
Patio Area
Mowed Grass Area

550
200
2040
108900

0.01
0.00
0.05
2.50

Native Grass Area

12197

0.28

Material
Green roof (depth <4”)
Interlocking Permeable Pavers
Crushed rock
Conventional roof
Crushed rock
Turf, average slope
(1-3%)
Vegetation, average
slope (1-3%)

Runoff coefficient, e
0.5
0.5

Runoff Rate (cfs)
0.01
0.04

0.75
0.95
0.75
0.35

0.01
0.00
0.02
0.55

0.2

0.04

Totals
130680
3.00
Calculated using the Stormwater BMP Manual “stormwater design storm”
This storm is 1.5 inches in a 2-hour time span
This equates to a rainfall intensity of 0.625 inches/hour
Component
Building Roof
Parking Lot

Area (ft2)
1310
5500

Sidewalk
Shed Roof
Patio Area
Mowed Grass Area
Native Grass Area

550
200
2040
108900
12197

Totals

130680

Material
Green roof (depth <4”)
Interlocking Permeable
Pavers
Crushed rock
Conventional roof
Crushed rock
Turf, average slope (1-3%)
Vegetation, average slope
(1-3%)

0.66

Runoff coefficient, e
0.5
0.5

Net Imperviousness
655
2750

0.75
0.95
0.75
0.35
0.2

412.5
190
1530
38115
2439.4
33.40%
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The application of both the concept building design and the concept parking lot design would cause no increase in the runoff rate from the site for
neither the average 2-year, 24-hour storm nor the New Jersey “stormwater design storm.” The runoff rate in both cases actually decreases by a small
amount. Therefore, the incorporation of non-structural stormwater management techniques as described above is adequate to maintain a pre-construction runoff rate.
The application of both the concept building design and the concept parking lot design would result in a decrease in the net imperviousness of the
site from 37.60% imperviousness to 33.40% imperviousness. This equates to an 11% decrease in net imperviousness compared to pre-construction
conditions.
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Appendix H: Plant Inventory

The percentage of the native plant is 68/117= 58%

Lists of Plant:
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Appendix I: Proposed Site Plan Overview
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Building Footprint, Waterfront Access, and Rain Garden

Parking Lot and Rain Garden
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Appendix J: Sample Raritan River Education Programs
The following are indoor lessons to be followed up by an outdoor exploration component
GRADE
Elementary
K
1
2
3
4
Middle School
5
6
7
8
High School
Environmental Science
Biology
Chemistry
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LESSON/ACTIVITY

CONCEPT

CURRICULUM GUIDE

Water Match
The Itsy Bitsy Raindrop
Go With the Flow
Wetland Metaphors
A Dynamic Watershed

Water takes many forms
Water cycle
Water systems are connected
Learn about characteristics of wetlands
What is a watershed

Project WET
NJ Audubon
Bridges to the Natural World
WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands
New Jersey WATERS

Riverside Drive
Run for the Border
Topo Twister
Dilemma Derby

Human impact on waterways
How to identify wetlands
Identifying the watershed using maps
Discuss different solutions to water management issues

Bridges to the Natural World
WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands
New Jersey WATERS
Project WET

Above and Below
A Look at the Bottom Dwellers &
Macroinvertebrate Sampling
Chemical Testing

Learn about surface and ground water supplies
Identify water quality based on biological
indicators
Identify water based on chemical samplings

New Jersey WATERS
New Jersey WATERS
Volunteer monitoring protocols

Appendix K: Sample Environmental Center Operating Budget
NJ Audibon Rancocas Nature Center
(In Whole Numbers)
FY 2011 Budget
Revenues
GIFTS & CONTRIBUTIONS

8,800

INVESTMENT
INCOME

26,044

PROGRAM FEES
INCOME

36,944

GRANTS^
500
RENTAL INCOME 6,000
Total Revenues

78,288

Known Current Highland Park Environmen- Estimated Highland Park Environmental Center
tal Center
(In Whole Numbers)
Based on 2 staff and full programming
(In Whole Numbers)
FY 2011 Budget
FY 2011 Budget
Revenues
Revenues
GIFTS & CONGIFTS &
0
500
TRIBUTIONS
CONTRIBUTIONS
INVESTMENT
INVEST0
0
INCOME
MENT INCOME
PROGRAM FEES 0
PROGRAM 40,000
INCOME
FEES INCOME
GRANTS
GRANTS*
0
50,000
RENTAL INRENTAL
0
0
COME
INCOME
Total Revenues
Total Revenues 90,500
0

Expenses
SALARIES
72,670
TAX & BENEFITS 10,009

Expenses
SALARIES
0
TAX & BENEFITS 0

SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT EXPENSE

SUPPLIES
0
EQUIPMENT EX- 0
PENSE

INSURANCE

3,900
810
1,754

INSURANCE

0

Expenses
SALARIES
TAX & BENEFITS
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT EXPENSE
INSURANCE

66,000
10,000
2,000
500
1,754
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TELEPHONE

PRINTING
MILEAGE
PROFESSIONAL
FEES & CONTRACTS

400
350
6,830

POSTAGE
PROGRAM ACCOMODATIONS

420
2,196

POSTAGE
PROGRAM ACCOMODATIONS

0
500

ADVERTISING
EXPENSES

300

ADVERTISING
EXPENSES

0

MAINTENANCE
& REPAIR

3,420

MAINTENANCE
& REPAIR

4,000

MISCELLANEOUS
Total Expenses

0

0

113,502

MISCELLANEOUS
Total Expenses

7,894

TELEPHONE/INTERNET
UTILTIES &
FUEL
PRINTING
MILEAGE
PROFESSIONAL
FEES & CONTRACTS
POSTAGE
PROGRAM
ACCOMODATIONS
ADVERTISING EXPENSES
MAINTENANCE &
REPAIR
MISCELLANEOUS
Total Expenses

Excess (Deficit)

(35,214)

Excess (Deficit)

(7,894)

Excess (Deficit) (13,609)

1,438

UTILTIES & FUEL 9,005

TELEPHONE

0

UTILTIES &
FUEL
PRINTING
MILEAGE
PROFESSIONAL
FEES & CONTRACTS

3,394
0
0
0

^ NJ Audubon Sanctuaries do not tend to get individual grants; generally grants are Societywide
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1,250
9,005
400
100
0

100
3,000
0
10,000
0
104,109

*In partnership with schools or other groups/
“Friends of” group

Appendix L: Funding Opportunities
AGENCY

PROGRAM NAME

USERS/ELIGABILITY

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

REFERENCE

AREA/TOPIC

GRANT AMOUNT

Alliance for NJ Environmental Education

PALS

Public and private
schools, colleges and
universities, 501(c)(3)
organizations, local,
state and federal government, after-school
programs, for profit
businesses

The Alliance for New
Jersey Environmental
Education (ANJEE),
in partnership with
PSEG (Foundation),
invites proposals for
programs designed
to create and sustain
partnerships between
non-formal and
formal educators that
will engage New
Jersey students in
authentic learning
(“learning by doing”)
and increase the
sustainability of our
communities.

http://anjee.net/index.
html

NGO/Govt. Partnerships

$5,000 to $15,000

NJ American Water
Service Area

Environmental Grant
Program offers
funds for innovative,
community-based environmental projects
that improve, restore
or protect the watersheds, surface water
and/or groundwater
supplies in our local
communities. We are
pleased to offer this
modest assistance to
our community partners, while leveraging
local resources and
capabilities to make a
positive impact on the
environment.

http://amwater.com/
corporate-responsibility/Environmental-Sustainability/
environmental-stewardship-and-innovation/environmentalgrant-program.
html#New%20Jersey

American Water

COMMENTS
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Association for NJ
Environmental Commissions (ANJEC)

Environmental Commission

Helps cover the costs
of developing land
use plans, ordinances,
studies or document
reviews that will foster ore sustainable use
of natural resources.

Phase II of the
http://www.njcleanenEECBG program
ergy.com/EECBG
provides supplemental
funding up to $50,000
for eligible New
Jersey local government entities to lower
the cost of installing
energy conservation
measures.

Board of Public Utilities (BPU)

Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block
Grants

Middlesex Co/ Highland Park

Classroom Earth/
Planet Connect

Professional Development for Teachers

State Education or En- Classroom Earth is
vironmental Agency
supporting middle and
high school teachers
around the country
who want to make
wildlife conservation
part of their curriculum.

Environmental Educa- On-line Course for
tion
winning teacher

This site has links
to many other EE
grants for schools and
teachers

Classroom Earth/
Planet Connect

College or University

Various

Environmental Educa- Varies
tion/ Project
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Hundreds of grants
listed

Various

http://www.anjec.org/
pdfs/Dodge2011Application.pdf

http://www.
classroomearth.
org/2011wcgrants

http://www.classroomearth.org/grants

Planning

up to $15,000

1:1 Match required

Energy

up to $125,000

Those eligible - first
come first served

Environmental Endowment of NJ, Inc.

Various

National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation
(NFWA)

Keystone Initiative
Grants

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

Estuary Habitat Restoration

Nonprofit Organizations (501(c)(3)) or
Other Governmental
Agencies and Schools

Nonprofit Organizations (501(c)(3))

Grants will be
http://www.eenj.org/
awarded to support lo- home/grant-guidecal, regional or statelines
wide environmental
projects that will have
direct benefit in or
near the tidally-related
New York/New Jersey
Harbor Complex,
including Hackensack,
Raritan and Passaic
watersheds, or in the
Delaware River Basin
or in the Schuylkill
Valley.

Environmental Advocacy, Stewardship,
Public Education,
Research

The National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation
provide funding on a
competitive basis to
projects that sustain,
restore, and enhance
our Nation’s fish,
wildlife, and plants
and their habitats.

http://www.nfwf.
org/AM/Template.

Habitat Restoration

The Council seeks
projects that achieve
cost-effective restoration while promoting
partnerships among
agencies and between
public and private
sectors.

http://www.era.noaa.
gov/information/
funding.html

Estuarine Habitat
Restoration

up to $15,000

Preference given to
501(c)(3)

1:1 Match required

$100,000 to $1Million Must have 501(c)(3)
“Friends” group or partner apply
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National Parks Service

Rivers, Trails and
Conservation Assistance program

State or Local Agency,
Tribe, Nonprofit Organization, or Citizens’
Group.

The mission of the
Rivers, Trails and
Conservation Assistance program
(RTCA) is to assist
community-led natural resource conservation and outdoor
recreation initiatives.
RTCA staff provides
guidance to communities so they can
conserve waterways,
preserve open space,
and develop trails and
greenways.

NJDEP Green Acres
Program

http://www.nps.gov/
ncrc/programs/rtca/
contactus/cu_apply.
html

Trails, Outdoor Recreation and Conservation

Experience in
80:20 match required
community-based outdoor recreation and
conservation work

http://www.nj.gov/
dep/greenacres/

NJ Department of
Conserve Wildlife
Environmental Protec- Matching Grant
tion (NJDEP)

Nonprofit OrganizaThe Division of Fish
tions defined as 501(c) and Wildlife’s Endan(3) or 501(c)(4)
gered and Nongame
Species Program
(ENSP) is making
small matching grants
available for projects
directly related to
wildlife diversity and
education.

http://www.njfishand- Wildlife conservation up to $3,500
wildlife.com/ensp/
cwgrants.htm

NJ Department of
Trails Grants
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Office
of Natural Lands
Management

Governmental and
non-profit 501 (c)(
organizations

http://www.state.
nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/
trail_grants.htm
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The Federal Highway
Administration’s Recreational Trails Program (RTP) provides
financial assistance to
states for developing
and maintaining trails
and trail facilities.

Trails

up to $25,000

Matching Grant

NY/NJ Harbor Estuary Program (HEP)

Habitat Restoration,
Public Access, Stewardship

Municipalities, public
and private schools,
universities, and
501(c)(3) Organizations

The New York-New
http://www.harboresJersey Harbor Estutuary.org/resources.
ary Program (NY-NJ
htm
HEP), in partnership
with New England
Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission (NEIWPCC), is
requesting proposals
for projects promoting stewardship and/
or public access to
the waterfront and
waterways in the NYNJ Harbor Estuary
region.

Habitat Restoration

$9,000 to $30,000

Public Access, Shoreline
Stewardship priorities

Project WET

Water Festival

Elementary and
Middle School Teachers who are trained in
Project WET

The goal of the Make
a Splash! Water Festival program is to raise
awareness of, and
appreciation for, the
importance of clean
water.

www.state.nj.us/dep/
seeds/docs/wetgrnt.
doc

Water Education

$300 to $1,500

Teacher must have
proper training to apply

Public Service Gas
& Electric (PSE&G)
Foundation

Various

Various

There are several
types of grants for a
variety of purposes
and groups who are
dedicated to improving NJ’s environment
as well as environmental education.

http://www.pseg.com/
info/community/pdf/
pseg_foundation.pdf

Environmental Educa- Varies
tion

Requirements vary
- contact Marion
O’Neill, PSEG
Foundation, 80 Park
Plaza, 10C, Newark,
NJ 07102

85

TD Charitable Foundation

Nonprofit Organizations (501(c)(3)) or
Other Governmental
Agencies and Schools

United States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA)

Environmental Educa- Local Education
tion Grants
Agency, State Education or Environmental
Agency, College or
University, 501(c)(3)
Nonprofit Organization

The TD Charitable
Foundation provides
financial support
through its grant
application process
to organizations
providing service in
the areas of focus outlined in our mission
statement: Affordable
Housing, Education/
Financial Literacy and
the Environment.

The Grants Program
http://www.epa.gov/
sponsored by EPA’s
education/grants.html
Office of Environmental Education (OEE),
Office of External
Affairs and Environmental Education,
supports environmental education projects
that enhance the
public’s awareness,
knowledge, and skills
to help people make
informed decisions
that affect environmental quality.

US Green Building
Council - New Jersey
Federal Appropriations Bill
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http://www.tdbank.
com/community/
charitable_foundation_grant.html

http://www.usgbcnj.
org/resources.html
Congress

Local Congressmen
can introduce an appropriations bill to the
floor. These bills usually include improvements for more than
one project.

Environmental Programs

None given

Environmental Education

$15,000 to $100,000

Must have local school
district or 501(c)(3)
“Friends” group or partner apply

See USGBC Grants tab
Could be used for
exhibits on energy via
Department of Energy

US Green Building Council Funding Opportunities and Grants

Type
Energy

Energy - Science and Technology and other research
and development

Energy

Grant Name
Small Business Research
Innovation Program/DOE
FY 2010 Phase III Xlerator
Program
Offices of Fuel Cell Technologies and Biomass
FY2010 Energy and Water
Appropriations Act, Research, Development and
Demonstration Projects

PSE&G - Solar Loan Program

Rate: Residential
(6.5%); Non-Residential
(11.3092%)
Repayment: Residential (10 Residential and Non-Resiyears); Non Residential (15 dential/Business
years)

Description
$30M in small business
funding to help commercialize clean energy technologies
DOE anticipates selecting
one project of two years
duration in each area; maximum award is $500,000 for
each project. Topic Areas:
1. Liquid Carrier Technology for Hydrogen Storage
or Delivery, and 2. Biodiesel Fuels from Low-Impact
Crops.
Utility loan program:
PSE&G will finance your
solar system with a loan
repaid by the SRECs it generates, and provide a floor
price for those SRECs.

Eligible Applicants
Small Businesses

Website
http://www.grants.
gov/search/search.

Small Businesses, Corpora- http://www07.grants.gov/
tions, State & Local Govt., search/search.do;jsessionid
School Districts, etc.
=vm2QMNhCZgrWZSTYq8KvXnyzWRTq6q6dWX
yFGwVrTvKK5ggNtHvv!228465525?oppId=55778&
mode=VIEW

http://www.pseg.com/customer/solar/index.jsp
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Energy
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Solid-State Lighting U.S.
Manufacturing - Round 2

Objective: to reduce costs
Unrestricted
of solid-state lighting
for general illumination
through improvements in
manufacturing equipment,
processes, or techniques,
leading to a more rapid
adoption/installation of
high-quality SSL products
resulting in a significant
reduction of energy use and
a corresponding reduction
of environmental pollutants.
A secondary objective is
to maintain, in the case of
LEDs, or establish, in the
case of OLEDs, the manufacturing and technology
base within the U.S.

http://www07.grants.
gov/search/search.

State Rebate Program
Type
Energy Efficiency

Program Name
COOLAdvantage Program

Energy Efficiency

ENERGY STAR Homes
Program

Energy Efficiency

Energy Star Product Rebates

Descriptions
Eligible Applicants
Provides rebates for energy- Households
efficient central air conditioners or heat pumps as
well as proper system sizing
and installation “best practices” that affect operating
efficiency.
Built with energy-efficient Individuals
systems and measures,
a New Jersey ENERGY
STAR Home is certified by
the EPA to be at least 15%35% more energy efficient
than a standard home, for
greater year-round comfort,
quality, and savings on energy bills for years to come.
Any builder is eligible to
participate in the program.
NJ’s Clean Energy ProIndividuals
gram actively works with
manufacturers and retailers
to increase the availability
and use of ENERGY STAR
qualified products in the
Garden State to help you
save money, reduce energy
use and protect the environment

http://www.njcleanenergy.
com/cool

http://njcleanenergy.com/
residential/programs/nj-energy-star-homes/nj-energystar-homes

http://njcleanenergy.com/
residential/programs/
energy-star-product-rebates/
new-jersey-energy-starproduct-rebates
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Energy Efficiency

Energy Efficiency

Energy Efficiency

Energy Efficiency
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Home Performance with
Energy Star Program

Customers of private municipal electric companies
or users of oil or propane as
heating fuel may be eligible
to participate in the Home
Performance with ENERGY STAR program, which
offers “whole house’ solutions to reduce both energy
costs and carbon footprints.
New Jersey - Residential
All New Jersey residents
Energy Efficient Appliance are able to receive rebates
Rebate Program
on the purchase of ENERGY STAR qualified clothes
washers, dishwashers, and
refrigerators
New Jersey Comfort PartA free energy saving and
ners Program
energy education program
for qualified low-income
customers. We partner with
you to help you save energy
and money and make your
home more energy efficient.
PSE&G - Whole House Ef- Free in-home energy audit
ficiency Program
and air-leakage testing,
$1,000 worth of free air
sealing to prevent energy
loss, and free appliance
safety test and programmable thermostat.

Individuals

http://njcleanenergy.com/
node/32

Individuals

Households having an income at or below 225% of
the federal poverty guidelines.

http://www.njcleanenergy.
com/residential/programs/
comfort-partners/comfortpartners

Households in one of the
http://www.pseg.com/cusoffered towns (see webtomer/home/efficiency/
site), with gross household
income above 225% of the
Federal Income Guidelines, and who are PSE&G
customers with a separately
metered PSE&G electric or
gas account.

Energy Efficiency

Energy Efficiency

New Jersey Customer-Sited Provides incentives that
Renewable Energy Rebates reduce the upfront cost of
installing renewable energy systems, including
solar, wind, and sustainable
biomass. Incentives vary
depending upon technology,
system size, and building
type.
Renewable Energy ManuProvides rebates
facturing Incentives (for
End-Use PV Installations)

Commercial, Industrial,
Residential, Nonprofit,
Schools, Local Government, State Government,
Tribal Government, Fed.
Government, Multi-Family
Residential, Institutional

http://www.njcleanenergy.
com/renewable-energy/
home/home

NJ residents, businesses,
local governments, and
non-profits that purchase
and install solar panels, inverters, and racking systems
manufactured in NJ

http://www.njcleanenergy.
com/renewable-energy/programs/renewable-energymanufacturing-incentive
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Appendix M: Local Community Organizations
HIGHLAND PARK COMMUNITY INTEREST GROUPS
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL NAME

TITLE

FIRST

LAST

ADDRESS

CITY

ZIP

PHONE

CARTERET H.S.

MR.

LAMONT

REPOLLET

199 WASHINGTON
AVENUE

CARTERET

07008

(732)541-8960

CARTERET M.S.

MRS.

MARY

SPIGA

300 CARTERET
AVENUE

CARTERET

07008

(732)541-8960

COLUMBUS E.S.

MR.

CHRISTIAN

ZIMMER

1 CARTERET AVENUE

CARTERET

07008

(732)541-8960

NATHAN HALE E.S.

MRS.

ROSA

DIAZ

678 ROOSEVELT
AVENUE

CARTERET

07008

(732)541-8960

PVT. NICHOLAS
MINUE E.S.

MRS.

CHERYL

BOLINGER

83 POST BLVD.

CARTERET

07008

(732)541-8960

CRANBURY E.S.

MR.

JOHN

HANEY

23 N MAIN ST

CRANBURY

08512

(609)395-1700

DUNELLEN H.S.

MR.

EUGENE

MOSLEY

411 FIRST STREET

DUNELLEN

08812

(732)968-0885

JOHN P. FABER E.S.

MR.

ROBERT

ALTMIRE

HIGH STREET &
LEHIGH ST

DUNELLEN

08812

(732)968-5311

LINCOLN M.S.

MS.

SANDY

HOY

400 DUNELLEN
AVENUE

DUNELLEN

08812

(732)968-0885

BOWNE-MUNRO
E.S.

MRS.

JOYCE

BOLEY

120 MAIN STREET

E BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6810

CENTRAL E.S.

MRS.

NICOLE

TIBBETTS

371 CRANBURY
ROAD

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6820

CHITTICK E.S.

MR.

STEPHEN

DECKER

5 FLAGLER STREET E BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6830

CHURCHILL J.H.S.

MR.

MARK

SUTOR

18 NORTON ROAD

E BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)353-0915

EAST BRUNSWICK
H.S.

MR.

ROBERT

MURPHY

380 CRANBURY
ROAD

E BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6904

FROST E.S.

MRS.

BETH

WARREN

65 FROST AVENUE

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6850

HAMMARSKJOLD
M.S.

MR.

MICHAEL

GASKELL

200 RUES LANE

E BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6892

IRWIN E.S.

MR.

RON

LIEBERMAN

71 RACETRACK
ROAD

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6840

LAWRENCE
BROOK E.S.

MRS.

CHRISTINE

RAYMOND

48 SULLIVAN WAY

E BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6870

MEMORIAL E.S.

MS.

PAMELA

MAYO

14 INNES ROAD

E BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6860

WARNSDORFER
E.S.

MR.

JOSEPH

CSATARI

9 HARDENBURG
LANE

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-6880
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BENJAMIN FRANK- MR.
LIN E.S.

STEVEN

PREVILLE

2485 WOODBRIDGE EDISON
AVENUE

08817

(732)650-5300

EDISON H.S.

MR.

CHARLES

ROSS

50 BOULEVARD OF
EAGLES

EDISON

08817

(732)650-5200

HERBERT HOOVER
M.S.

MR.

LOUIS

FIGUEROA

174 JACKSON AVENUE

EDISON

08837

(732)452-2940

J.P. STEVENS H.S.

MS.

GAIL

PAWLIKOWSKI

855 GROVE AVENUE

EDISON

08817

(732)452-2800

JAMES MADISON
INTERMEDIATE
E.S.

MR.

MICHAEL

DUGGAN

838 NEW DOVER
ROAD

EDISON

08820

(732)452-2960

JAMES MADISON
PRIMARY E.S.

MS.

REGINA

FOXX

840 NEW DOVER
ROAD

EDISON

08820

(732)452-2990

JAMES MONROE
E.S.

MRS.

LYNDA

ZAPOTICZNY

7 SHARP ROAD

EDISON

08837

(732)452-2970

JOHN ADAMS M.S.

MR.

SHAWN

SCULLY

1081 NEW DOVER
ROAD

EDISON

08820

(732)452-2920

JOHN MARSHALL
E.S.

MR.

GERALD

YOUNG

15 CORNELL
STREET

EDISON

08817

(732)650-5370

LINCOLN E.S.

MR.

JOSEPH

KROUSE

53 BROOKVILLE
ROAD

EDISON

08817

(732)650-5270

LINDENEAU E.S.

MS.

ROSEMARY

SCHUTZ

50 BLOSSOM
STREET

EDISON

08817

(732)650-5320

MARTIN LUTHER
KING E.S.

MS.

DIANE

WILTON

285 TINGLEY LANE

EDISON

08820

(732)452-2980

MENLO PARK E.S.

MS.

MELISSA

SADIN

155 MONROE AVENUE

EDISON

08820

(732)452-2910

THOMAS JEFFERSON M.S.

MS.

ANTOINETTE

EMDEN

450 DIVISION
STREET

EDISON

08817

(732)650-5290

WASHINGTON E.S.

MS.

ANNMARIE

GRIFFIN-USSAK

153 WINTHROP
ROAD

EDISON

08817

(732)650-5280

WOODBROOK E.S.

MS.

NICOLE

CIRILLO

15 ROBIN ROAD

EDISON

08820

(732)452-2901

WOODROW WILSON M.S.

MS.

PATRICIA

COTOIA

50 WOODROW WIL- EDISON
SON DR

08820

(732)452-2870

BARTLE E.S.

MS.

LAUREN

FRASER

435 MANSFIELD
STREET

08904

(732)572-4100
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HIGHLAND PARK

HIGHLAND PARK
H.S.

MR.

FREDERICK

WILLIAMS

102 NORTH FIFTH
AVENUE

HIGHLAND PARK

08904

(732)572-2400

HIGHLAND PARK
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MS.

JILL

DOBROWANSKY

330 WAYNE STREET HIGHLAND PARK

08904

(732)572-2400

IRVING PRIMARY

MS.

NANCY

ROMANO

121 SOUTH ELEVENTH AVE

HIGHLAND PARK

08904

(732)572-1205

GRACE M. BRECKWEDEL M.S.

DR.

GAIL S.

VERONA

13 AUGUSTA ST

JAMESBURG

08831

(732)521-0303

JOHN F. KENNEDY
E.S.

MR.

AL

PERNO

27 FRONT STREET

JAMESBURG

08831

(732)521-0400

CAMPBELL E.S.

MS.

FLORENCE

CARTER

DURHAM AVENUE

METUCHEN

08840

(732)321-8777

EDGAR E.S.

MS.

KATHERINE

GLUTZ

49 BRUNSWICK
AVENUE

METUCHEN

08840

(732)321-8770

METUCHEN H.S.

MR.

BRUCE

PERAGALLO

400 GROVE AVE

METUCHEN

08840

(732)321-8743

MILDRED B. MOSS
E.S.

MR.

PAUL

PINEIRO

16 SIMPSON PLACE METUCHEN

08840

(732)321-8700

HAZELWOOD E.S.

MS.

SHIRLEY

EKBERG

HAZELWOOD AVENUE

MIDDLESEX

08846

(732)317-6000

MIDDLESEX H.S.

MR.

JOSEPH

SABATO

300 KENNEDY DR

MIDDLESEX

08846

(732)317-6000

PARKER E.S.

MS.

MAUREEN

HUGHES

SOUTH LINCOLN
AVENUE

MIDDLESEX

08846

(732)317-6000

VON E. MAUGER
M.S.

MR.

ROBERT

HEIDT

FISHER AVENUE

MIDDLESEX

08846

(732)317-6000

WATCHUNG E.S.

MS.

KATHRYN

DISKIN

FISHER AVENUE

MIDDLESEX

08846

(732)317-6000

ACADEMY OF SCIENCE TECH V.S.

MR.

PAUL

MUNZ

100 TECHNOLOGY
DRIVE

EDISON

08837

(732)452-2600

ACADEMY-ALLIED MR.
HEALTH & BIOMED
SCI

ALEX

GUZMAN

1 CONVERY BOULEVARD

WOODBRIDGE

07095

(732)634-5858

ADULT H.S. - EAST
BRUNSWICK

MS.

LINDA

RUSSO

112 RUES LANE

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)257-3300

ADULT H.S. PERTH AMBOY

MS.

LINDA

RUSSO

618 NEW BRUNSWICK AVE

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)257-3300

EAST BRUNSWICK
V.S.

MR.

JEFFREY

BICSKO

112 RUES LANE

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)254-8700
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PERTH AMBOY V.S.

MR.

ROBERT

FULLER

457 HIGH STREET

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6300

PISCATAWAY V.S.

DR.

LINDA

RUSSO

21 SUTTON LANE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)985-0717

ACADEMY LEARNING CENTER

DR.

ERIC

SOLBERG

145 PERGOLA AVENUE

MONROE TWP

08831

(732)605-9100

BRIGHT BEGINNINGS LEARNING
CENTER

MS.

WENDY

EATON

1660 STELTON
ROAD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)339-9331

CENTER FOR LIFELONG LEARNING

MS.

DEBRA

NAPPI

333 CHEESEQUAKE PARLIN
ROAD

08859

(732)727-3736

MIDDLESEX
COUNTY ACADEMY

MR.

ARTHUR

FRANCIS

268 BALDWIN
STREET

NEW BRUNSWICK

08903

(732)745-5300

N.J. REGIONAL
DAY SCHOOL AT
PISCATAWAY

MS.

TOBA

KNOBEL

1670 STELTON RD.

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)985-8752

NUVIEW ACADEMY

MR.

WILLIAM

WALSH

1 PARK AVENUE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)878-0070

RARITAN VALLEY
ACADEMY

MS.

TIA

LAPIAN

1690 STELTON
ROAD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)777-9860

JOYCE KILMER E.S. MRS.

JANET S.

FERLAZZO

21 WEST CHURCH
STREET

MILLTOWN

08850

(732)214-2370

PARKVIEW E.S.

DR.

LINDA A.

MADISON

80 VIOLET TERRACE

MILLTOWN

08850

(732)214-2360

APPLEGARTH M.S.

MS.

CHARI

CHANLEY

227 APPLEGARTH
ROAD

MONROE TWP

08831

(609)655-0604

BARCLAY BROOK
E.S.

MS.

DANA

WALKER

358 BUCKELEW
AVENUE

MONROE TWP

08831

(732)521-1000

BROOKSIDE E.S.

MS.

DORI

ALVICH

370 BUCKELEW
AVENUE

MONROE TWP

08831

(732)521-1101

MILL LAKE E.S.

MS.

LYNN C.

BARBERI

115 MONMOUTH
ROAD

MONROE TWP

08831

(732)251-5336

MONROE TOWNSHIP H.S.

MR.

ROBERT

GOODALL

1629 PERRINEVILLE ROAD

MONROE TWP

08831

(732)521-2882

OAK TREE ELEMR.
MENTARY SCHOOL

DENNIS

VENTRELLO

226 APPLEGARTH
ROAD

MONROE TWP

08831

(609)655-7642
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WOODLAND E.S.

MR.

ADAM

LAYMAN

42 HARRISON AVENUE

MONROE TWP

08831

(732)251-1177

A. CHESTER REDSHAW E.S.

MRS.

VIKKI

ABDUS-SALAAM

40 VAN DYKE AVENUE

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

ADULT HIGH
SCHOOL

MR.

SCOTT

BOLLWAGE

268 BALDWIN
STREET

NEW BRUNSWICK

08903

(732)745-5300

LINCOLN E.S.

MR.

JASON

HARRIS

30 VAN DYKE AVENUE

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

LIVINGSTON E.S.

MS.

GEORGETTE

GONZALEZ

206 DELAVAN
STREET

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

LORD STIRLING
E.S.

MR.

LUIS R.

HERNANDEZ

101 REDMOND
STREET

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

MCKINLEY COMMUNITY E.S.

DR.

LEON

EDD

15 VAN DYKE AVE

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

NEW BRUNSWICK
H.S.

MR.

JAMES

CHRISTMAN

1000 SOMERSET
STREET

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

NEW BRUNSWICK
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MRS.

KATHY

ANTOINE-SMITH

1125 LIVINGSTON
AVENUE

NEW BRUNSWICK

08903

(732)745-5300

PAUL ROBESON
COMMUNITY E.S.

MR.

KELLY

MOORING

199 COMMERCIAL
AVENUE

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

ROOSEVELT E.S.

MR.

JORGE

DIAZ

83 LIVINGSTON
AVE

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

WOODROW WILSON E.S.

MR.

JEREMIAH

CLIFFORD

133 TUNISON RD

NEW BRUNSWICK

08901

(732)745-5300

ARTHUR M. JUDD
E.S.

MRS.

BARBARA

GIBBONS

1595 ROOSEVELT
AVENUE

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)289-3200

JOHN ADAMS E.S.

DR.

BARBARA

TYLKA

1420 REDMOND
STREET

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)289-3100

LINWOOD M.S.

MR.

BRIAN

BROTSCHUL

25 LINWOOD
PLACE

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)289-3600

LIVINGSTON PARK
E.S.

MRS.

JENNIFER

DINARDI

1128 LIVINGSTON
AVENUE

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)289-3300

NORTH BRUNSWICK TWP H.S.

MR.

J. PETER

CLARK

100 RAIDER ROAD

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)289-3700
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PARSONS E.S.

MR.

BRUCE

ROTHENBERG

116 HOLLYWOOD
STREET

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)289-3400

ALAN B. SHEPARD
E.S.

DR.

KATHLEEN

HOEKER

33 BUSHNELL RD

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4499

CARL SANDBURG
M.S.

MR.

JOSEPH

MARINZOLI

3439 ROUTE 516

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-0505

CHEESEQUAKE
E.S.

DR.

JOANNE

FELDMAN

111 ROUTE 34

MATAWAN

07747

(732)360-4552

JAMES MCDIVITT
E.S.

MRS.

LAURIE

COLETTI

1 MANNY MARTIN
WAY

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4512

JONAS SALK M.S.

MR.

DAVID

CITTADINO

155 W GREYSTONE
ROAD

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4519

LEROY GORDON
COOPER E.S.

DR.

SUSANNE

MISKIEWICZ

160 BIRCHWOOD
DRIVE

CLIFFWOOD
BEACH

07735

(732)290-3881

M. SCOTT CARPEN- MR.
TER E.S.

JOHN

PHILLIPS

1 PAR AVENUE

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4452

MADISON PARK
E.S.

DR.

KIMBERLEY

GILES

33 HARVARD RD

PARLIN

08859

(732)360-4485

MEMORIAL E.S.

MRS.

MARTHA

SIMON

11 ELY AVE

LAURENCE HARBOR

08879

(732)290-3876

OLD BRIDGE
ADULT H.S.

MRS.

JUDY

MANISCALKI

3098 RT.516

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)679-0900

OLD BRIDGE H.S.

DR.

JAMES

HICKEY

4209 ROUTE 516

MATAWAN

07747

(732)290-3900

RAYMOND E.
VOORHEES E.S.

DR.

RICHARD

DREXHEIMER

11 LIBERTY
STREET

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4544

SOUTHWOOD E.S.

MR.

RAYMOND

PAYTON

64 SOUTHWOOD
DR

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4539

VIRGIL GRISSOM
E.S.

MR.

JOSEPH

SGALIA

1 SIMS AVENUE

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4481

WALTER M. SCHIRRA E.S.

MRS.

COLLEEN

MONTOURI

1 AWN ST

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4495

WILLIAM A.
MILLER E.S.

MRS.

EILEEN

VOGEL

2 OLD MATAWAN
ROAD

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)360-4589

ANTHONY V. CERES E.S.

MRS.

MICHELLE

VELEZ-JONTE

445 STATE STREET

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6020
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EDMUND J.
HMIELESKI ECC

DR.

GERARDA

MAST

925 AMBOY AVENUE

PERTH AMBOY

08876

(732)376-5460

EDWARD J. PATTEN MRS.
E.S.

JOYCE

DEFEO

500 CHARLES
STREET

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6050

HERBERT N.
RICHARDSON 21ST
CENTURY

MS.

HELEN

HORAN

318 STOCKTON
STREET

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6010

IGNACIO CRUZ
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

MS.

SUSAN

ROQUE

601 CORTLANDT ST PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6250

JAMES J. FLYNN
E.S.

MR.

JOHN

CILIA

850 CHAMBERLAIN PERTH AMBOY
AVENUE

08861

(732)376-6080

MCGINNIS M.S.

DR.

MYRNA

GARCIA

271 STATE STREET

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6040

PERTH AMBOY
ACC. ADULT H.S.

MS.

SENOVIA

ROBLES

178 BARRACKS
STREET

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6240

PERTH AMBOY H.S. MS.

ROZALIA

CZABAN

EAGLE AVE. &
FRANCIS ST.

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6030

ROBERT N.
WILENTZ E.S.

MR.

ROLAND

JENKINS

51 FIRST STREET

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6070

SAMUEL E. SHULL
M.S.

MRS.

LORRAINE

MORGAN

380 HALL AVENUE

PERTH AMBOY

08861

(732)376-6060

ARBOR E.S.

DR.

SUZANNE

WESTBERG

1717 LESTER
PLACE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)752-8652

CONACKAMACK
M.S.

MRS.

DONNA

DEANGELIS WHITE 5205 WITHERSPOON STREET

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)699-1577

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER E.S.

MRS.

MYLO

WRIGHT

360 STELTON
ROAD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)752-1801

GRANDVIEW E.S.

MR.

WILLIAM

BASKERVILLE

130 NORTH RANDOLPHVILLE RD.

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)752-2501

KNOLLWOOD E.S.

MR.

TIM

TEEHAN

333 WILLOW AVENUE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)885-1528

MARTIN LUTHER
KING E.S.

MS.

SHIRLEY

EYLER

5205 LUDLOW
STREET

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)699-1563

PISCATAWAY
TOWNSHIP H.S.

DR.

MICHAEL

WANKO

100 BEHMER ROAD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)981-0700
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QUIBBLETOWN
M.S.

MS.

DEIDRE

ORTIZ

99 ACADEMY
STREET

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)752-0444

RANDOLPHVILLE
E.S.

MR.

PERRY

STIO

ONE SUTTIE AVENUE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)699-1573

THEODORE SCHOR
M.S.

MR.

RICHARD

HUESTON

243 N RANDOLPHVILLE RD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)752-4457

ARLETH E.S.

MR.

TIMOTHY

BYRNE

3198 WASHINGTON
ROAD

PARLIN

08859

(732)525-5245

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER E.S.

MR.

WILLIAM

SKOWRONSKI

601 ERNSTON
ROAD

PARLIN

08859

(732)525-5230

HARRY S. TRUMAN MRS.
E.S.

LINDA

COFFEY

ONE TAFT PLACE

PARLIN

08859

(732)525-5215

SAMSEL UPPER
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

MR.

EDWARD

AGUILES

298 ERNSTON
ROAD

PARLIN

08859

(732)525-5200

SAYREVILLE M.S.

MS.

DONNA

JAKUBIK

800 WASHINGTON
ROAD

PARLIN

08859

(732)525-5290

WAR MEMORIAL
H.S.

MR.

JAMES

BROWN

820 WASHINGTON
ROAD

PARLIN

08859

(732)525-5252

WILSON E.S.

MRS.

GEORGIA

BAUMANN

DANE STREET

SAYREVILLE

08872

(732)525-5240

SOUTH AMBOY E.S. DR.

CHRISTINE M.

ROBBINS

249 JOHN ST

SOUTH AMBOY

08879

(732)525-2118

SOUTH AMBOY
H.S.

DR.

PATRICK

MCCABE

200 GOVERNOR
HAROLD G. HOFFMAN PLAZA

SOUTH AMBOY

08879

(732)316-7669

BROOKS CROSSING ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

MS.

JODI

MAHONEY

50 DEANS HALL
ROAD

MONMOUTH JUNC- 08852
TION

(732)821-7478

BRUNSWICK
ACRES E.S.

MR.

NEEL

DESAI

41 KORY DRIVE

KENDALL PARK

08824

(732)297-6621

CAMBRIDGE E.S.

MR.

W. GLENN

FAMOUS

35 CAMBRIDGE
ROAD

KENDALL PARK

08824

(732)297-2941

CONSTABLE E.S.

MRS.

SUZANNE

LUCK-BORN

29 CONSTABLE
ROAD

KENDALL PARK

08824

(732)297-2488

CROSSROADS
NORTH

MR.

MARK

DANIELS

635 GEORGES
ROAD

MONMOUTH JUNC- 08852
TION

(732)329-4191
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CROSSROADS
SOUTH

MR.

RAYMOND

TUCHOLOSKI

195 MAJOR ROAD

MONMOUTH JUNC- 08852-9718
TION

(732)329-4633

GREENBROOK E.S.

MS.

PATRICIA

HOLLIDAY

23 ROBERTS
STREET

KENDALL PARK

08824

(732)297-2480

INDIAN FIELDS E.S. MS.

KIMBERLY

MALOY-WHITE

359 RIDGE ROAD

DAYTON

08810

(732)329-1043

MONMOUTH JUNC- DR.
TION E.S.

MARIBETH

EDMUNDS

630 RIDGE ROAD

MONMOUTH JUNC- 08852-9514
TION

(732)329-6981

SOUTH BRUNSWICK H.S.

MR.

TIMOTHY

MATHENEY

PO BOX 183

MONMOUTH JUNC- 08852-9721
TION

(732)329-4044

ADULT HIGH
SCHOOL

DR.

SOPHIA

DOMOGALA

305 CROMWELL
PLACE

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

FRANKLIN E.S.

MRS.

ELLEN

DECKER-LORYS

1000 FRANKLIN
AVE.

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

GRANT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MR.

LEO

WHALEN

305 CROMWELL
PLACE

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

JOHN E. RILEY E.S.

MR.

ALLEN

CZECH

100 MORRIS AVENUE

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

JOHN F. KENNEDY
E.S.

MRS.

KELLY

RICHKUSR

2900 NORWOOD
AVENUE

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

ROOSEVELT E.S.

MR.

ROBERT

DIEHL

135 JACKSON AVENUE

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

ROOSEVELT/ADMINISTRATION

DR.

SOPHIA

DOMOGALA

125 JACKSON
STREET

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

SOUTH PLAINFIELD H.S.

MR.

JAMES

PEDERSEN

200 LAKE STREET

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

SOUTH PLAINFIELD M.S.

MR.

KEVIN

HAJDUK

2201 PLAINFIELD
AVENUE

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)754-4620

SOUTH RIVER E.S.

MR.

WAYNE

SHERMAN

81 JOHNSON
PLACE

SOUTH RIVER

08882

(732)613-4073

SOUTH RIVER H.S.

MR.

KEVIN

KIDNEY

11 MONTGOMERY
STREET

SOUTH RIVER

08882

(732)613-4014

SOUTH RIVER M.S.

DR.

RICHARD

STERNBERG

3 MONTGOMERY
STREET

SOUTH RIVER

08882

(732)613-4073

SOUTH RIVER PRIMARY SCHOOL

MRS.

DOROTHY

UNKEL

22 DAVID STREET

SOUTH RIVER

08882

(732)613-4006
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E. RAYMOND
APPLEBY E.S.

MS.

KAREN

BOYLE

23 VLIET STREET

SPOTSWOOD

08884

(732)723-2213

G. AUSTIN
SCHOENLY E.S.

MR.

JONATHAN

COCHRAN

80 KANE AVENUE

SPOTSWOOD

08884

(732)723-2220

SPOTSWOOD H.S.

MR.

THOMAS

CALDER

105 SUMMERHILL
ROAD

SPOTSWOOD

08884

(732)723-2202

SPOTSWOOD MEMORIAL

MR.

MICHAEL

MASTROSERIO

115 SUMMERHILL
ROAD

SPOTSWOOD

08884

(732)723-2227

AVENEL M.S.

MR.

GARY

KUZNIAK

WOODBINE AVENUE

AVENEL

07001

(732)396-7020

AVENEL STREET
E.S.

MS.

DARA

KURLANDER

AVENEL STREET

AVENEL

07001

(732)602-8504

CLAREMONT AVENUE E.S.

MS.

JOANN

SPRINGER

CLAREMONT AVENUE

COLONIA

07067

(732)499-6547

COLONIA H.S.

DR.

ROBERT

ZEGA

EAST STREET

COLONIA

07067

(732)499-6500

COLONIA M.S.

MS.

CYNTHIA

LAGUNOVICH

DELAWARE AVENUE

COLONIA

07067

(732)396-7000

FORD AVENUE E.S.

MS.

CATHIE

BEDOSKY

FORD AVENUE

FORDS

08863

(732)417-5414

FORDS M.S.

MR.

GLENN

LOTTMANN

FANNING STREET

FORDS

08863

(732)417-5400

INDIANA AVENUE
E.S.

DR.

SAMUEL

FANCERA

INDIANA AVENUE

ISELIN

08830

(732)602-8518

ISELIN M.S.

MR.

JARED

RUMAGE

WOODRUFF
STREET

ISELIN

08830

(732)602-8450

J. F. KENNEDY MEMORIAL H.S.

MR.

MICHAEL

CILENTO

WASHINGTON
AVENUE

ISELIN

08830

(732)602-8650

KENNEDY PARK
E.S.

MS.

JILL

OSBORNE-HODES

GOODRICH AVENUE

ISELIN

08830

(732)602-8424

LAFAYETTE ESTATES E.S.

MS.

STEPHANIE

WEST

FORD AVENUE

FORDS

08863

(732)417-5425

LYNN CREST E.S.

MR.

SCOTT

OSBORNE

IRA AVENUES

COLONIA

07067

(732)499-6558

MATTHEW JAGO
E.S.

MR.

ROBERT

PATTEN

CENTRAL AVENUE

SEWAREN

07077

(732)602-8428

MAWBEY STREET
E.S.

MS.

BARBARA

BALOG

MAWBEY STREET

WOODBRIDGE

07095

(732)602-8401
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MENLO PARK TERRACE E.S.

MS.

SHARON

MCGREEVEY

MARYKNOLL
ROAD

METUCHEN

08840

(732)417-5419

OAK RIDGE
HEIGHTS E.S.

MR.

JOSEPH

D’ORSI

INMAN AVENUE

COLONIA

07067

(732)499-6553

PENNSYLVANIA
AVENUE E.S.

MS.

DENISE

O’DONAGHUESMITH

PENNSYLVANIA
AVENUE

COLONIA

07067

(732)499-6566

PORT READING
E.S.

MR.

JOHN

BADER

TURNER STREET

PORT READING

07064

(732)602-8409

ROBERT MASCENIK E.S.

MS.

SHARON

STRACK

BENJAMIN AVENUE

ISELIN

08830

(732)602-8526

ROSS STREET E.S.

MS.

KIMBERLY

HAHN

ROSS STREET

WOODBRIDGE

07095

(732)602-8511

WOODBINE AVENUE E.S.

MS.

MARY JANE

SMALL

WOODBINE AVENUE

AVENEL

07001

(732)602-8523

WOODBRIDGE H.S.

MR.

ARTHUR LEE

WARREN

SAMUEL LUPO
PLACE

WOODBRIDGE

07095

(732)602-8600

ROBERT

MCLAUGHLIN

BARRON AVENUE

WOODBRIDGE

07095

(732)602-8690

WOODBRIDGE M.S. MR.
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NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL NAME
GATEWAY SCHOOL

ADDRESS

CITY

ZIP

PHONE

SCHOOL TYPE

60 HIGH STREET

CARTERET

07008

(732)541-4400

SPECIAL ELEMENTARY/
SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR
HANDICAPPED

NEWMARK HIGH
SCHOOL

132 EMERSON STREET

CARTERET

07008

(732)541-5112

SPECIAL SECONDARY
SCHOOL FOR HANDICAPPED

SAINT JOSEPH
SCHOOL
ICOB ACADEMY
ALPHABET ACADEMY
SAINT JOHN VIANNEY SCHOOL
MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL ACADEMY
NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

865 ROOSEVELT AVENUE

CARTERET

07008

(732)541-7111

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

205 ROUTE 35 NORTH

CLIFFWOOD BEACH

07735

(732)859-2806

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

186 INMAN AVE.

COLONIA

07067

(732)381-8323

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

420 INMAN AVE

COLONIA

07067

(732)388-1662

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

2674 B1 ROUTE 130 N.

CRANBURY

08512

(609)409-9300

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

201 WHITTIER AVE.

DUNELLEN

08812

(732)752-4434

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

CHILDREN’S
CHOICE
CORNERSTONE
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL
CROSSROADS
EARLY LEARNING
CENTER

46 WEST FERRIS STREET

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-4488

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

100 HARDENBURG LANE

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)422-7066

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

114 OLD STAGE ROAD

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)251-3221
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KIDDIE ACADEMY
OF EAST BRUNSWICK
KINDERCARE
LEARNING CENTER
SAINT BARTHOLOMEW
SCHOOL
SOLOMON
SCHECHTER DAY
SCHOOL
TEMPLE B’NAI
SHALOM
UNITARIAN SOCIETY MONTESSORI
APPLE MONTESSORI SCHOOL
BISHOP AHR/ST
THOMAS HIGH
HELPING HAND
LEARNING CENTER
HELPING HAND
NURSERY SCHOOL
JOHN KENNEY
CHILDCARE CENTER

635 CRANBURY RD

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)257-8406

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

610 CRANBURY ROAD

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)613-1886

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

470 RYDERS LANE

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)254-7105

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

511 RYDERS LANE

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)238-7971

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

PO BOX 957

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)251-4300

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

176 TICES LANE

EAST BRUNSWICK

08816

(732)246-0606

NURSERY/PRE-SCHOOL

2825 WOODBRIDGE AVE

EDISON

08817

(732)494-4111

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

1 TINGLEY LANE

EDISON

08820

(732)549-1108

FOUR-YEAR HIGH
SCHOOL

1017 KING GEORGE POST
ROAD

EDISON

08837

(732)738-0600

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

1059 AMBOY AVENUE

EDISON

08837

(732)225-4432

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

211 MILL ROAD

EDISON

08837

(732)287-4888

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL
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KEITH WOLD
JOHNSON CHILD
CENTER
LAKEVIEW SCHC P
ASSOC MIDDLESEX

2050 OAK TREE ROAD

EDISON

08820

(732)548-3872

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

10 OAK DRIVE

EDISON

08837

(732)549-5580

SPECIAL ELEMENTARY/
SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR
HANDICAPPED

LITTLE FLOWER
MONTESSORI
SCHOOL
LITTLE TREASURES
LEARNING CENTER
NEW FRIENDS
CHILDCARE
PEPPERMINT TREE
CHILD CARE CNT
PLAZA CHILD
CARE
RABBI JACOB JOSEPH SCHOOL
RABBI PESACH
RAYMON YESHIVA
SAINT HELENA
SCHOOL
SAINT MATTHEW
SCHOOL
THE WARDLAW
- HARTRIDGE
SCHOOL
YESHIVAT NETIVOT
MOTESSORI

6 KILMER ROAD

EDISON

08817

(732)339-9041

2177 OAK TREE ROAD

EDISON

08820

908 769322

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

2027 WOODBRIDGE AVE

EDISON

08817

(732)572-2022

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

165 FIELDCREST AVENUE

EDISON

08837

(732)225-7400

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

TCM PLAZA 4PROGRESS
ST SUITE A

EDISON

08820

(732)753-1505

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

ONE PLAINFIELD AVENUE

EDISON

08817

(732)985-6533

FOUR-YEAR HIGH
SCHOOL

2 HARRISON STREET

EDISON

08817

(732)572-5052

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

930 GROVE AVENUE

EDISON

08820

(732)549-6234

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

100 SEYMOUR AVENUE

EDISON

08817

(732)985-6633

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

1295 INMAN AVENUE

EDISON

08820

(908)754-1882

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

91 JEFFERSON BLVD

EDISON

08817

(732)985-4626

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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YOU AND ME
SCHOOL

2050 OAK TREE ROAD

EDISON

08820

(732)548-7610

SPECIAL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL FOR HANDICAPPED

OUR LADY OF
PEACE
OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN
SCHOOL
SOUTH COUNTY
DAY CARE CENTER
REENAS BAIS YAAKOV
CHILDREN’S
HOUSE MONTESSORI SCHOOL
THE CENTER
SCHOOL

P.O.BOX 69 656 AMBOY
AVE

FORDS

08863

(732)738-7464

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

28 S. FOURTH ST

FORDS

08863

(732)738-7470

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

PO BOX 465

HELMETTA

08828

(732)521-1020

1131 RARITAN AVE

HIGHLAND PARK

08904

(732)985-5646

FOUR-YEAR HIGH
SCHOOL

417 MONTGOMERY ST

HIGHLAND PARK

08904

(732)545-4997

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

319 NORTH THIRD AVENUE

HIGHLAND PARK

08904

(732)249-3355

SPECIAL ELEMENTARY/
SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR
HANDICAPPED

GODDARD
SCHOOL, THE
SAINT CECELIA
SCHOOL
YESHIVA TIFERES
NAFTOLI OF CENTRAL
SAINT AUGUSTINE
SCHOOL
BAYTULIMAN
ACADEMY

400 GILL LANE

ISELIN

08830

(732)283-0090

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

45 WILUS WAY

ISELIN

08830

(732)283-2824

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

3059 ENGLISHTOWN RD

JAMESBERG

08831

(732)446-5841

FOUR-YEAR HIGH
SCHOOL

45 HENDERSON RD

KENDALL PARK

08824

(732)297-6042

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

428 MORRISTOWN RD

MATAWAN

07747

(732)801-4590

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL
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FIRST FRIENDS
CHILD CARE
GODDARD SCHOOL
OF OLD BRIDGE
CHILDREN FIRST
MONTESSORI
SCHOOL
METUCHEN CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
SAINT FRANCIS CATHEDRAL SCHOOL
SAINT JOSEPH
HIGH SCHOOL
OUR LADY OF
MOUNT VIRGIN
GOOD DAY PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN
OUR LADY OF
LOURDES SCHOOL
NOOR-UL-IMAN
SCHOOL
LITTLE GENIUS
ACADEMY
LIVINGSTON AVENUE CHILD DEVELOPMENT
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269 HIGHWAY #34

MATAWAN

07747

(732)583-0003

300 BELCHASE COURT

MATAWAN

07747

(732)441-3500

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

10 JERSEY AVE

METUCHEN

08840

(732)635-1300

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

P.O. BOX 561

METUCHEN

08840

(732)549-7854

528 MAIN STREET

METUCHEN

08840

(732)548-3107

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

145 PLAINFIELD AVENUE

METUCHEN

08840

(732)549-7600

FOUR-YEAR HIGH
SCHOOL

450 DRAKE AVENUE

MIDDLESEX

08846

(732)356-6560

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

PO BOX 309

MILLTOWN

08850

(732)246-2532

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

44 CLEVELAND AVENUE

MILLTOWN

08850

(732)828-1951

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

P.O. BOX 271

MONMOUTH JUNCTION

08852

(732)329-1306

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

(732)248-6106
(732)214-0488

THE CHILDREN’S
CENTER, INC.
RYAN ACADEMY
GREATER NEW
BRUNSWICK DAY
CARE
CHEDER MENACHEM
CLOCKWORK
LEARNING CENTER
CREATIVE NURSERY SCHOOL
KEYBOARD KIDS
PRESCH & KIND
KIDDIE ACADEMY
OF NORTH BRUNSWICK
KIDDIE KINGDOM
LEARNING CENTER
APPLE HILL ACADEMY
CALVARY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
GODDARD SCHOOL
OF OLD BRIDGE
GOOD SHEPHERD
CHILDREN’S CENTER
KIDS COUNT CHILD
CENTER

(732)246-4696
(732)545-4800
P.O. BOX 1167

NEW BRUNSWICK

08903

(732)249-4299

1 RIVA AVENUE

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)429-3249

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

2000 ROUTE 27

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)821-1515

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

303 OLD GEORGE ROAD

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)821-1010

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

610 TOWNE CENTER DR

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)821-1400

2239 ROUTE 1 SOUTH

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)940-9391

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

2190 ROUTE 130 NORTH

NORTH BRUNSWICK

08902

(732)398-8898

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

2500 ROUTE 9 SOUTH

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)679-2450

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

123 WHITE OAK LANE

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)479-0700

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

1480 ENGLISHTOWN RD

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)416-9600

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

3139 COUNTY ROAD 516

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)679-8887

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

1308 ENGLISHTOWN RD

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)723-9416

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL
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SAINT AMBROSE
SCHOOL
SAINT THOMAS
THE APOSTLE
NEW ROAD
SCHOOL

81 THROCKMORTON
LANE

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)679-4700

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

333 HIGHWAY 18

OLD BRIDGE

08857

(732)251-4812

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

3071 BORDENTOWN AVE

PARLIN

08859

(732)238-7700

SPECIAL ELEMENTARY/
SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR
HANDICAPPED

ASSUMPTION
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
PERTH AMBOY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
KINDER COLLEGE
KINDERCARE
LEARNING CENTER
LAKE NELSON SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
OUR LADY OF
FATIMA
RUTGERS-LIVINGSTON DAY CARE
CTR INC
STARTRITE KINDERGARTEN SCH
THE FIRST CLASS
TIMOTHY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

MEREDITH AND JACQUES
STS

PERTH AMBOT

08861

(732)826-8721

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

P.O. BOX 651

PERTH AMBOT

08862

(732)442-9533

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

1110 CENTENNIAL AVE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)981-0070

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

YESHIVA SHAAREI
TZION BOYS DIV
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PISCATAWAY

(732)699-1017

555 SOUTH RANDOLPHVILLE ROAD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)981-0626

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

499 NEW MARKET RD.

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)968-5555

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

49 JOYCE KILMER AVENUE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)445-4747

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

9 STELTON ROAD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)968-2152

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

111 SUTTONS LANE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)463-1900

NURSERY/PRE-SCHOOL

2008 ETHEL ROAD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)985-0300

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

71 ETHEL ROAD WEST

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)777-0029

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

YESHIVA SHAAREI
TZION GIRLS DIV
ANNOOR ACADEMY

51 PARK AVENUE

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)235-0042

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

120 A ETHEL ROAD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)287-1530

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

GODDARD SCHOOL
OF PISCATAWAY,
THE
AGAPELAND
CHILDCARE CENTER
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES
SAINT STANISLAUS
KOSTKA
PEPPERMINT TREE
NURSERY SCHOOL
RUTGERS PREPARATORY

376 SOUTH RANDOLPHVILLE RD

PISCATAWAY

08854

(732)981-1133

NURSERY/PRE-SCHOOL

2707 MAIN STREET

SAYREVILLE

08872

(732)727-9500

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

36 MAIN STREET

SAYREVILLE

08872

(732)254-1676

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

221 MACARTHUR AVE

SAYREVILLE

08872

(732)254-5819

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

105 WOODBRIDGE AVE.

SEWAREN

07077

(732)634-0622

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

1345 EASTON AVE

SOMERSET

08817

(732)545-5600

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

CARDINAL MCCARRICK HIGH SCHOOL
SACRED HEART
SCHOOL
ALMINHAAL
ACADEMY

310 AUGUSTA STREET

SOUTH AMBOY

08879

(732)721-0748

FOUR-YEAR HIGH
SCHOOL

P.O. BOX 728

SOUTH AMBOY

08879

(732)721-0834

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

1764 A NEW DURHAM RD

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(732)572-3344

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

CREATIVE KIDS
ACADEMY
SACRED HEART
SCHOOL

1615 CLINTON AVENUE

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)753-4477

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

ONE SACRED HEART
DRIVE

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

07080

(908)756-0632

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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DARUL ARQAM
SCHOOL

8 THOMAS ST.

SOUTH RIVER

08882

(732)238-0038

COMBINED ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL

MOSHE AARON
YESHIVA H S
GODDARD SCHOOL
OF SPOTSWOOD
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHOOL
KIDDIE ACADEMY
OF SPOTSWOOD
KIDSPORT ACADEMY
RAINBOW ACADEMY
SAINT JAMES
SCHOOL
KIDDIE ACADEMY
OF CRANBURY
GODDARD SCHOOL

34 CHARLES ST.

SOUTH RIVER

08882

(732)613-7460

FOUR-YEAR HIGH
SCHOOL

206 SUMMERHILL RD

SPOTSWOOD

08884

(732)723-0900

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

23 MANALAPAN ROAD

SPOTSWOOD

08884

(732)251-3090

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

410 MAIN STREET

SPOTSWOOD

08884

(732)251-2686

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

585 MAIN STREET

WOODBRIDGE

07095

(732)634-5000

KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL

458 AMBOY AVE

WOODBRIDGE

07095

(732)726-3646

NURSERY/PRE-SCHOOL

341 AMBOY AVENUE

WOODBRIDGE

07095

(732)634-2090

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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(609)655-7780
(732)251-3130

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
NAME

PHONE

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP

NEW BRUNSWICK THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

(732)247-5241

17 SEMINARY PL

NEW BRUNSWICK

NJ

08901

UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY OF
NEW JERSEY - PISCATAWAY/NEW BRUNSWICK
CAMPUS

(732)235-4646

675 HOES LANE

PISCATAWAY

NJ

08854

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
COLLEGE

(732)548-6000

2600 WOODBRIDGE AVENUE

EDISON

NJ

08818

RUTGERS, THE STATE
(732)932-1766
UNIVERSITY - NEW
BRUNSWICK/PISCATAWAY

65 DAVIDSON ROAD

PISCATAWAY

NJ

08854

DEVRY UNIVERSITY NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW
JERSEY

(732)435-4880

630 UNITED STATES HIGH- NORTH BRUNSWICK
WAY 1

NJ

08902

RABBI JACOB JOSEPH
SCHOOL

(732)985-6533

1 PLAINFIELD AVENUE

EDISON

NJ

08817

RUTGERS, THE STATE
UNIVERSITY - CENTRAL
OFFICE

(732)932-1766

83 SOMERSET STREET

NEW BRUNSWICK

NJ

08901

RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

(908)526-1200

STATE ROUTE 28 AND
LAMINGTON ROAD

SOMERVILLE

NJ

08876

SOMERSET CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE

(732)356-1595

10 COLLEGE WAY

ZAREPHATH

NJ

08890
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