Rutgers Raritan River Initiatives

The Raritan River has a rich history, which includes strong ties to Rutgers University. A number of entities from across
the university are collaborating to transform the Raritan Basin into an academic solution, an interactive field
laboratory that enhances the student experience and partners with stakeholders across the region to address realworld concerns for the Raritan River, basin and bay.
Rutgers Raritan River Initiatives include the Sustainable Raritan River Initiative, Rutgers Raritan River Consortium,
and the Johnson Family Chair in Water Resources and Watershed Ecology. Together these initiatives engage and
train the Raritan stewards of tomorrow and facilitate multidisciplinary research while expanding the university's
engagement with external partners. The initiatives also integrate Rutgers' science and research into regional
planning and decision making, while building partnerships for a more sustainable Raritan River, basin, and bay.
The Raritan Basin & Bay
 The Raritan River Basin
covers 1100 square miles in
north central New Jersey
 98 municipalities and 7
counties have jurisdiction
over zoning and land use
 The Raritan system supplies
drinking water to 1.5 million
people
 23 endangered or
threatened species breed
and forage in the basin
 16 miles of the Lower
Raritan are tidally
influenced with the head of
tide in New Brunswick
 There are over 1700 known
contaminated sites in the
basin
 The bi-state waters of
Raritan Bay are impacted by
land uses in New York and
New Jersey
 The Raritan’s hydrologic
unit number is 02030105
 The Raritan subwatersheds
are the North and South
Branch (WMA 08), the
Stony Brook-Millstone (10)
and the Lower Raritan (09)

Integrating science, planning and policy though partnership

Forming partnerships for a sustainable Raritan
Sustainable Raritan River Initiative
About the SRRI
Rutgers University launched the Sustainable
Raritan River Initiative (SRRI) in 2009 to convene
scientists, engineers, business and community
leaders, environmental advocates and
governmental entities to craft an agenda for the
restoration and preservation of New Jersey’s
Raritan River, its tributaries and bay.
A joint program of the Edward J. Bloustein
School of Planning and Public Policy (EJB) and
the School of Environmental and Biological
Sciences (SEBS), the SRRI partners with other
Rutgers units and with stakeholders from across
the Raritan region to ensure a broad range of
perspectives and contributions. Participants
share a commitment to science-informed
policies for sustaining the ecological, economic
and community assets attributable to the
Raritan.
The SRRI and our watershed partners recognize
the importance of a regional approach to
resolving the complex issues associated with the
restoration and future protection of the Raritan
River, its estuary and all its tributaries. The SRRI
fosters
university-based
research
and
scholarship focused on the Raritan. We then
translate this knowledge into practical
educational programming and technical
assistance to support regional planning, policy
and business decision-making.
We conduct conferences and topical
workshops, provide technical assistance, and
develop anchor projects that raise the profile of
the Raritan River.
The SRRI is guided by a Steering Committee that
includes dedicated leaders from key watershed
partner organizations, all of whom have been
involved in some way since the inception of the
project in 2009. Jeanne Herb (at EBJ) and
Richard Lathrop (at SEBS) co-lead the program.
Sara Malone is facilitator for the SRRI.

SRRI Focus
Building upon the foundation laid by the 2002
“Raritan Basin Watershed Management Plan”
developed by the New Jersey Water Supply
Authority, the SRRI works with Raritan

stakeholders both within Rutgers and across the
Raritan basin on issues of shared concern.
Water quality, stormwater management, and
infrastructure—We work with partners to
educate local, county and state stakeholders on
best practices for stormwater quality and
quantity management to mitigate point and
non-point source pollutants, and we promote
development and implementation of watershed
restoration and protection plans.
Stewardship,
habitat
restoration
and
protection—We focus on advancing habitat
and biodiversity protection and restoration
through regional planning that also promotes
property maintenance and management of
preserved open space and important estuarine
areas.
Remediation, rehabilitation and reuse of
abandoned and underutilized properties—We
encourage remediation and reuse of
contaminated sites throughout the basin and
prevention of future pollution. We promote
exchange of information about contaminated
sites to educate and inform the communities
where these sites are located.
Public access and recreational use of the river—
We focus on increasing awareness and
recreational use of the Raritan’s trails and
waterways and help to develop new access
points and river-oriented trails, upgrade
existing access points, and encourage other
recreational uses.
Sustainable redevelopment—Our efforts
support smart integration of sustainability
strategies into land use redevelopment that
protect the environment while enhancing our
regional economies and communities.
Climate resiliency—Extreme weather, flooding
and drought impact all of our focus areas. Our
resiliency efforts overlay all the above areas and
include public engagement and preparedness
planning.

Connecting Rutgers to the Raritan

Rutgers Raritan River Consortium
About the R3C
Rutgers Raritan River Consortium (R3C) is a collaborative
effort at Rutgers University’s New Brunswick-Piscataway
campus that recognizes the critical value of the Raritan and
its environs to the social, economic and ecological integrity
of the region that Rutgers calls home.
Our mission is to utilize Rutgers’ proximity to the Raritan to
inform university-based education, research and
scholarship and to apply our efforts to positively affect the
ecology and economy of the Raritan region.
The R3C is comprised of multiple schools, programs and
departments of Rutgers University that have joined
together to develop and leverage resources and capabilities
to advance university-based educational programming and
research as well as improvements in planning, policy and
decision-making for a more sustainable Raritan.
By facilitating collaboration among Rutgers faculty, staff
and students and engaging the greater Raritan community
of businesses, municipalities, NGOs and other Raritan
stakeholders, we help bring the university’s resources to
bear to address concerns for the Raritan.
We are organized as a “virtual” network throughout the
university and are guided by a small steering committee of
faculty and staff from different departments and schools on
the New Brunswick-Piscataway campus. The steering
committee is also guided by external stakeholders that help
the R3C address issues of sustainability for the Raritan while
advancing the goals of the university’s Strategic Plan.

R3C Focus
Inspired by Rutgers New Brunswick Strategic Plan, and the
Chancellors’ vision for Rutgers to become a better steward

of the Raritan, the R3C is focused on enhancing the student
experience, promoting and facilitating research on Raritan
issues, facilitating access to the Raritan, and helping to
provide open access to data about the Raritan and its
resources.
Student Engagement—We are transforming the Raritan
Basin into an academic solution, an interactive field
laboratory linking science, engineering, and humanities
programs through interdisciplinary classes, projects and
activities.
Raritan Research— We facilitate collaboration on research
that will inform planning, policy and decision-making to
protect and preserve the Raritan’s valuable assets.
Access to the Raritan—We connect students to the local
environment and facilitate the study of the evolving status
of the Raritan River through access to its environs. The R/V
Rutgers, operated by the Department of Marine and Coastal
Sciences, and kayaks, made available through Rutgers
Recreation, allow students and researchers to experience
the Raritan ecosystem firsthand and to engage in research
and data collection.
Access to Data—We integrate and share Raritan data
through an open access data portal for the benefit of other
Raritan stakeholders. Data collected while onboard the R/V
Rutgers is complemented by data from a real time water
quality monitoring station deployed off the Rutgers
boathouse.

Bringing Rutgers resources to bear
Johnson Family Chair in Water Resources and
Watershed Ecology
About the Chair
The Johnson Family Chair in Water Resources and
Watershed Ecology was established in 2016 with the
objective to ensure that Rutgers University’s scientific,
policy and technical expertise is brought to bear to address
issues of critical significance to the Raritan River watershed.
The Rutgers Board of Governors appointed Richard G.
Lathrop Jr., professor of environmental monitoring at the
School of Environmental and Biological Sciences, as the
inaugural holder of the Johnson Family Chair in Water
Resources and Watershed Ecology.

Johnson Family Chair Focus
As the Johnson Family Chair, Professor Lathrop leads an
interdisciplinary program to study how human activities in
upland watersheds affect downstream aquatic ecosystems
and how that knowledge can be applied to promote better
stewardship of water resources.
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