Rutgers initiatives involved in Raritan-related efforts
include the Johnson Family Chair in Water Resources
and Watershed Ecology, Rutgers Raritan River
Consortium, and the Sustainable Raritan River
Initiative. Together these initiatives engage and train
the Raritan stewards of tomorrow and facilitate
multidisciplinary research while expanding the
university's engagement with external partners. They
also better integrate Rutgers' science and research
into regional planning and decision making, while
establishing partnerships to help inform a more
sustainable Raritan River, basin, and bay.

Who We Are
Jeanne Herb, Associate Director of the Environmental Analysis and Communications Group at Bloustein, and
Richard G. Lathrop, Jr., professor of environmental monitoring at Rutgers School of Environmental and
Biological Sciences and the inaugural holder of the Johnson Family Chair in Water Resources and Watershed
Ecology, serve as co-leaders to chart the SRRI’s future direction and ensure that issues of critical significance to
the Raritan basin are addressed. Sara Malone is facilitator for the program.
The SRRI is guided by a Steering Committee that includes dedicated leaders from key watershed partner
organizations, all of whom have been involved in some way since the inception of the project in 2009. The
Steering Committee helps identify and build support for projects of interest across the region.

For more information contact:
Sara Malone (sjmalone@ejb.rutgers.edu)
Sustainable Raritan River Initiative
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
33 Livingston Avenue
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901
(848) 932-2720
raritan.rutgers.edu
Facebook.com/RaritanCollaborative
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Our Focus
Building upon the foundation laid by the 2002 “Raritan Basin Watershed Management Plan”
developed by the New Jersey Water Supply Authority, the SRRI works with Raritan stakeholders
both within Rutgers and across the Raritan basin on issues of shared concern.

Water quality, stormwater management, and reinvestment in infrastructure—Stormwater runoff,
effluent from wastewater treatment plants, historic contamination from previously operating industrial facilities, and
some discharges from facilities currently in operation threaten the overall health of the watershed. In this area we
focus on educating local, county and state stakeholders on the need to adopt best management practices for
stormwater quality and quantity management, and for mitigating point and non-point source pollutants.

Stewardship, habitat restoration and protection—Almost 37% of the Raritan Basin has been identified as

Our Mission
Rutgers University launched the Sustainable Raritan River Initiative (SRRI) in 2009 to convene
scientists, engineers, business and community leaders, environmental advocates and
governmental entities to craft an agenda for the restoration and preservation of New Jersey’s
Raritan River, its tributaries and bay. A joint program of the Edward J. Bloustein School of
Planning and Public Policy and the School of Environmental and Biological Sciences, the SRRI
partners with other Rutgers units (through the Rutgers Raritan River Consortium) and with
stakeholders from across the Raritan region to ensure multidisciplinary and transdisciplinary
perspectives and contributions. Participants share a commitment to science-informed policies
for sustaining the ecological, economic and community assets attributable to the Raritan.

The SRRI fosters university-based research and scholarship that is focused on the Raritan. This
knowledge is then translated into practical educational programming and technical assistance to
support regional planning, policy and business decision-making. We conduct conferences and
topical workshops, provide technical assistance, and develop anchor projects that raise the
profile of the Raritan River.
The SRRI and our watershed partners recognize the importance of a regional approach to
resolving the complex issues associated with the restoration and future protection of the
Raritan River, its estuary and all its tributaries.
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critical habitat but less than half of that has some level of protection from development. Our effort is focused on
habitat and biodiversity protection and restoration through property maintenance and management of preserved
open space and important estuarine areas.

Remediation, rehabilitation and reuse of abandoned and underutilized properties—Some 1,700
contaminated sites and over 60 Superfund sites are located within one mile of the Raritan River. We encourage
remediation and reuse of contaminated sites throughout the basin and prevention of future pollution. We also
promote exchange of information about contaminated sites to educate and inform the communities where these sites
are located.

Public access and recreational use of the river—Efforts in this area focus on increasing awareness and
recreational use of the Raritan River trails and waterways. Here we focus on developing new access points and riveroriented trails, upgrading existing access points, and developing a coordinated plan for future Raritan River
recreational uses.

Climate resiliency—Climate studies indicate that the effects of climate change will be detrimental to the Raritan
region and may include more extreme weather including more flooding and drought. Climate change and associated
weather events will risk significant impacts on the Raritan’s natural resources, built infrastructure and populations.
Our resiliency efforts include public engagement and preparedness planning.

Sustainable redevelopment—Our efforts support the smart cost-effective integration of sustainability strategies
into land use redevelopment, protecting the environment while enhancing our regional economies and communities.

