Rutgers initiatives involved in Raritan-related efforts
include the Johnson Family Chair in Water Resources
and Watershed Ecology, Rutgers Raritan River
Consortium, and the Sustainable Raritan River
Initiative. Together these initiatives engage and train
the Raritan stewards of tomorrow and facilitate
multidisciplinary research while expanding the
university's engagement with external partners. They
also better integrate Rutgers' science and research
into regional planning and decision making, while
establishing partnerships to help inform a more
sustainable Raritan River, basin, and bay.

Who We Are
The R3C is comprised of multiple schools, programs and departments of Rutgers University that have joined
together to develop and leverage resources and capabilities to advance university-based educational
programming and research as well as improvements in planning, policy and decision-making for a more
sustainable Raritan.
We are organized as a “virtual” network throughout the university and are guided by a small steering
committee of faculty and staff from different departments and schools on the New Brunswick-Piscataway
campus. The steering committee is also guided by external stakeholders that help the R3C address issues of
sustainability for the Raritan while advancing the goals of the university’s Strategic Plan.

For more information contact:
Carrie Ferraro (ferraro@marine.rutgers.edu)
or
Sara Malone (sjmalone@ejb.rutgers.edu)
Rutgers Raritan River Consortium
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
33 Livingston Avenue
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901
(848) 932-2720
raritan.rutgers.edu
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Our Focus
Inspired by Rutgers New Brunswick Strategic Plan, and the Chancellors’ vision for Rutgers to
become a better steward of the Raritan, the R3C is focused on enhancing the student experience,
promoting and facilitating research on Raritan issues, facilitating access to the Raritan, and
helping to provide open access to data about the Raritan and its resources.

Student Engagement
Rutgers students often perceive the Raritan River as a barrier that makes it hard to get between
campuses. The R3C enhances the student experience by creating a stronger connection to the Raritan.
We are transforming the Raritan Basin into an academic solution, an interactive field laboratory linking
science, engineering, and humanities programs through interdisciplinary classes, projects and activities.
Ultimately, these experiences give students a better sense of their local environment and how it fits
into the larger world.

Our Mission

Raritan Research
The Raritan Basin is a unique laboratory, ripe with opportunities for interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research. The basin, the largest contained within New Jersey, is home to 1.5 million people
and to Rutgers University. The headwaters in the Highlands are largely unpolluted and contain major
drinking water reservoirs, while industrial development in the lower basin has left a legacy of
Superfund sites and brownfields within a few miles of the river. The R3C connects faculty, staff,
students, and Raritan stakeholders to facilitate collaboration on research that will inform planning,
policy and decision-making to protect and preserve the Raritan’s valuable assets.

Rutgers Raritan River Consortium (R3C) is a collaborative effort at Rutgers
University’s New Brunswick-Piscataway campus that recognizes the critical value
of the Raritan and its environs to the social, economic and ecological integrity of
the region that Rutgers calls home.
Our mission is to utilize Rutgers’ proximity to the Raritan to inform universitybased education, research and scholarship and to apply our efforts, in
collaboration with Raritan partners, to advance improvements in regional
planning, policy and decision-making that positively affect the ecology and
economy of the Raritan region.
By facilitating collaboration among Rutgers faculty, staff and students and
engaging the greater Raritan community of businesses, municipalities, NGOs and
other Raritan stakeholders, we will bring the university’s resources to bear to
address concerns for the Raritan.
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Access to the Raritan
The R3C connects students to the local environment and facilitates the study of the evolving status of
the Raritan River through access to the River. Rutgers’ 20 passenger landing craft, the R/V Rutgers, can
navigate the lower Raritan River and estuary. Operated by the Department of Marine and Coastal
Sciences, the R/V Rutgers provides the opportunity to experience the Raritan ecosystem firsthand and
to participate in authentic research and data collection. Moreover, the R3C is partnering with Rutgers
Recreation to explore opportunities to combine recreation with scientific research.

Access to Data
In addition to facilitating collection of data, the R3C also explores ways for this data to be shared more
broadly through online resources. While onboard the R/V Rutgers, students, researchers and other
stakeholders routinely collect data on temperature, salinity, pH, dissolved oxygen, backscatter, and
fluorescence within the water column. This cruise data is complemented by a real time water quality
monitoring station deployed off the Rutgers boathouse. This information, along with other related
data, has been integrated and made available through an open access data portal.

