The Raritan River is the largest river system entirely
within in the State of New Jersey. It covers over
1,100 square miles, crosses seven county
boundaries, and 98 municipalities have jurisdiction
over its land uses. The Raritan is one of the state's
most valuable contiguous wildlife corridors offering
refuge to numerous threatened and endangered
species.
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The Raritan’s major watersheds are the:


North Branch and South Branch or Upper
Raritan River watershed that includes Spruce
Run and Round Valley Reservoirs, and the
Neshanic and Lamington Rivers



Lower Raritan River watershed that includes
the South River and the Lawrence, Manalapan
and Matchaponix Brooks, and



Millstone River watershed that includes
Carnegie Lake and Stony Brook

The Raritan estuary/bay complex is fed by eight
major tributaries and is bordered by Monmouth
and Middlesex Counties on the New Jersey
shoreline and Staten Island and Brooklyn on the
New York shoreline.
Approximately 1.3 million people live or work
within the Raritan’s boundaries and use its waters.
The integrity of the Raritan complex is central to
quality of life in the region as a valuable source of
drinking water and recreation for residents and
visitors. It supports biological diversity, and its role
as an historic trade route enhances regional culture.
Challenges facing the River Basin include impacts
from legacy industrial contamination and storm
water runoff, and flooding exacerbated from land
use patterns and urbanization. Protecting the
quality of the region’s natural resources is a
cornerstone of a vital, healthy and prosperous
future for the communities in the Raritan Basin.
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About the Raritan

Our Focus

Our Partners

The Initiative works with Raritan stakeholders
on issues of shared concern:
Water quality, stormwater management,
and reinvestment in infrastructure

Sustainable Raritan River Initiative
Rutgers University launched the Sustainable
Raritan River Initiative in 2009 to bring together
scientists, environmentalists, engineers,
businesses, community leaders and
governmental entities to craft an agenda that
meets the goals of the U.S. Clean Water Act to
restore and preserve New Jersey’s Raritan River,
its tributaries and its bay.
The Initiative, a joint program of the Edward J.
Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy
and the School of Environmental and Biological
Sciences, partners with other Rutgers units to
ensure multidisciplinary perspectives and
contributions.
The Initiative conducts conferences and topical
workshops, provides technical assistance, and
develops anchor projects that raise the profile of
the Raritan River.
The Sustainable Raritan River Initiative is
independently funded. Support for the Initiative
comes from various sources including private
foundations, sponsorships and government
grants. Donations to the Initiative are always
welcome.

sites throughout the basin and prevention of future
pollution. We also promote exchange of
information about contaminated sites to educate
and inform the communities where these sites are
located.

Stormwater runoff, effluent
from wastewater treatment
plants, historic
contamination from
previously operating
industrial facilities, and
some discharges from facilities currently in
operation threaten the overall health of the
watershed. In this area we focus on educating
local, county and state stakeholders on the need to
adopt best management practices for stormwater
quality and quantity management, and for
mitigating point and non-point source pollutants.

Public access and recreational use of the
river

Stewardship, habitat restoration and
protection

Climate studies indicate that
the effects of climate change
will be detrimental to the
Raritan region and may
include more extreme
weather including more
flooding and drought. Climate change and
associated weather events will risk significant
impacts on the Raritan’s natural resources, built
infrastructure and populations. Our resiliency
efforts include public engagement and preparedness
planning.

Almost 37% of the Raritan
Basin has been identified as
critical habitat but less than
half of that has some level
of protection from
development. Our effort is
focused on habitat and biodiversity protection and
restoration through property maintenance and
management of preserved open space and
important estuarine areas.

Remediation, rehabilitation and reuse of
abandoned and underutilized properties
Some 1,700 contaminated
sites and over 60 Superfund
sites are located within one
mile of the Raritan River.
We encourage remediation
and reuse of contaminated

Efforts in this area focus on
increasing awareness and
recreational use of the
Raritan River trails and
waterways. Here we focus
on developing new access
points and river-oriented trails, upgrading existing
access points, and developing a coordinated plan for
future Raritan River recreational uses.

Climate resiliency

A collaborative effort among multiple Rutgers
departments and schools, the Rutgers Raritan
River Consortium is an exciting new universitywide effort. Our mission is to utilize Rutgers’
proximity to the Raritan to inform universitybased education, research and scholarship and to
apply our efforts in collaboration with Raritan
partners to advance improvements in regional
planning, policy and decision-making that
positively affect the ecology and economy of the
Raritan region.
The Sustainable Raritan River collaborative is a
network of over 130 organizations, governmental
entities and businesses in the Raritan River region
working together to balance social, economic and
environmental objectives towards the common
goal of restoring the Raritan environs for current
and future generations. Each member
organization in the collaborative contributes to
the overall restoration and preservation of the
River. Collectively, we are changing the
conversation about the future of the River and its
value to our economy and the environment.
For more information about the work of the
collaborative or if you would like to join us, please
visit our Website or find us on Facebook.

Sustainable redevelopment
Our efforts support the
smart cost-effective
integration of sustainability
strategies into land use
redevelopment, protecting
the environment while
enhancing our regional economies and communities.
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Sustainable Raritan River Initiative
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
33 Livingston Avenue
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901
(848) 932-2720
raritan@ejb.rutgers.edu
www.raritan.rutgers.edu
www.facebook.com/RaritanCollaborative
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